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D a t a  S h e e t  

Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment  
 

IT organizations have been deploying e-m ail,  W eb,  and f ile servers in a distribu ted f ashion to m ak e them  available 
to large enterprise au dienc es. W ith data grow th,  dem and f or storage c apac ity has inc reased trem endou sly,  and 
m anaging and protec ting a distribu ted environm ent is ex trem ely dif f ic u lt. Thu s,  enterprises are now  adopting a 
m ore c entralized and m anageable data c enter arc hitec tu re w hereby they are replac ing f ile servers in branc h of f ic es 
w ith C isc o® W ide A rea A pplic ation E ngine ( W A E )  A pplianc es. This approac h sim plif ies plans f or bu siness c ontinu ity,  
bu t it is im perative to plan these environm ents c aref u lly so that they deliver L A N -lik e perf orm anc e over the heavily 
u sed W A N  inf rastru c tu re. A  su c c essf u l im plem entation req u ires c aref u l planning and redesign of  the ex isting W A N ,  
server,  and netw ork  attac hed storage ( N A S )  inf rastru c tu res,  inc lu ding planning of  variou s m igration steps to ac hieve 
f u lly optim ized C isc o W ide A rea A pplic ation S ervic es ( W A A S ) . 

S E R V IC E  O V E R V IE W  
The Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment analyzes the customer’s application and file services environment, accounting for specific 
customer req uirements, documenting initial findings, and outlining high-level recommendations. The assessment also provides a long-term 
architecture b lueprint and presents the potential nex t steps in this evolution. 

L E A D IN G  C IS C O  W A A S  E X P E R TIS E  
Cisco W AAS  architects can help customers plan their W AAS  infrastructure and, w ith their understanding of how  applications interact over 
the W AN , they can help customers optimize applications that uses TCP  as their transport protocol. They can help plan a Cisco W AAS  
infrastructure to address application-specific acceleration, compression, TCP  flow  optimization, and management. Cisco Advanced 
S ervices engineers focus on developing a scalab le Cisco W AAS , infrastructure tak ing into account any specific constraints. They are also 
instrumental in helping ensure that application performance is optimized through the various features of the Cisco W AAS  appliance. 
Cisco W ide Area F ile S ervices ( W AF S )  S oftw are and W AAS  architects have hands-on ex perience in every phase of the planning, 
design, implementation, operation, and optimization of centralized file services infrastructures over a W AN . They hold several industry 
certifications and have a b road range of ex perience from w ork ing w ith netw ork  operations at several glob al F ortune 5 0 0  companies. 
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Tab le 1  summarizes the topics and potential b enefits of the Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment. 

T a b l e  1 .  Assessment Topics and Benefits 
Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment Topics P otential Benef its 
F ile serv er architectu re 
● C u r r e nt  f i l e  s e r v i c e s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
● N e w ,  c o ns o l i d a t e d  f i l e  s e r v i c e s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  w i t h  C i s c o  W A F S  a nd  
W A A S  f i l e  e ng i ne s  ( w h i c h  s h o u l d  no t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a d d r e s s  
o t h e r  b r a nc h  s e r v i c e s ,  s u c h  a s  p r i nt  s e r v i c e s )  

● C i s c o  W A F S  i nt e g r a t i o n ( w i t h  e x i s t i ng  b r a nc h  f i l e  s e r v i c e s )  
● F i l e  s e c u r i t y  c o nc e p t  ( t r a ns p a r e nt  a u t h e nt i c a t i o n a nd  a u t h o r i z a t i o n 
a nd  mu l t i l e v e l  c o h e r e nc y )  

● A s s e s s  t h e  p o t e nt i a l  e f f e c t  o f  C i s c o  W A A S  i mp l e me nt a t i o n o n f i l e  a nd  
a p p l i c a t i o n ma na g e me nt  a nd  p e r f o r ma nc e .  

● E s t i ma t e  W A N  b a nd w i d t h  c o s t  s a v i ng s  t h r o u g h  b r a nc h  c o ns o l i d a t i o n.  
● I mp r o v e  b a c k u p  a nd  f i l e  ma na g e me nt  e f f i c i e nc y  a nd  r e l i a b i l i t y .  
● O p t i mi z e  a p p l i c a t i o n p e r f o r ma nc e  o f  f i l e  S e r v i c e s  a nd  o t h e r  
a p p l i c a t i o ns .  

● O p t i mi z e  e nd -u s e r  r e s p o ns e  t i me s .  
● I nc r e a s e  u s e  o f  t h e  f i l e  s e r v e r  a nd  N A S  i nf r a s t r u c t u r e s .  
● R e c o mme nd  a  C i s c o  W A A S  a r c h i t e c t u r e  p l a n a nd  v e r i f y  
t h e  i mp l e me nt a t i o n s t e p s .  

● A na l y z e  W A N  s e c u r i t y  a nd  p l a n s t e p s  t o  e nh a nc e  i t .  
● A na l y z e  b u s i ne s s  c o nt i nu i t y  r e q u i r e me nt s  a nd  r e c o mme nd  
ne c e s s a r y  s t e p s .  

● I mp r o v e  ma na g e a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d a t a  c e nt e r  i nf r a s t r u c t u r e .  
● E ns u r e  h i g h  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  f a i l o v e r  me c h a ni s ms  a nd  a u t o r e c o v e r y .  

W AN  optimiz ation 
● C u r r e nt  W A N  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
● P o t e nt i a l  W A N  b a nd w i d t h  s a v i ng s  
● D e v e l o p me nt  o f  ne w  h i g h -l e v e l  W A N  d e s i g n w i t h  C i s c o  W A A S  

 

Application and av ailab ility  optimiz ation 
● O p t i mi z a t i o n o f  e nd -u s e r  r e s p o ns e  t i me s  
● E f f e c t  o n mu l t i me d i a  a p p l i c a t i o ns  ( s u c h  a s  I P T V )  
● F a i l o v e r  c a p a b i l i t y  b e t w e e n d a t a  c e nt e r  d e v i c e s  

 

A S S E S S M E N T D E L IV E R Y  P R O C E S S  
The Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment is delivered in a structured process that consists of the follow ing phases:  
1 . Data collection—Cisco sends the customer a q uestionnaire to collect b aseline data ab out the customer’s application and W AN  

infrastructure. The collected data helps Cisco assess w hat the customer req uires and provide an assessment that is very specific and 
targeted to the customer’s needs. The high-level data collected provides information ab out the range of applications and operating 
systems on the b ranch-office servers, the type of connectivity b etw een b ranch offices and the main data center, specific latency and 
throughput req uirements, the layout of the data center netw ork , file server clustering, b ack up and storage req uirements, etc. 

2 . B r anch  cons olid ation w or k s h op —I n this w ork shop, conducted at the customer site, the Cisco W AAS  architect and customer I T 
team j ointly review  input from the q uestionnaire and collect data to determine the status of the file services infrastructure and W AN  
to outline req uirements, constraints, processes, and future deployment strategies. 

3 . A naly s is —The Cisco W AAS  architect analyzes the collected information and develops an initial draft of the Branch Consolidation 
Assessment report. The initial draft is created b y the Cisco W AAS  team in conj unction w ith several memb ers of the customer I T team. 
The intent of this report is to solicit feedb ack  from the customer as to w hether the draft recommendation meets the customer’s general 
req uirements. 
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4 . C om p letion of  th e r ep or t—The Cisco W AAS  consultant evaluates and incorporates the feedb ack  from the customer and 
Cisco W AAS  architect team and continues to finalize the report. The final Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment report 
has the follow ing structure:  
● I . E x ecutive S ummary 
● I I . Current S tatus of Application and F ile I nfrastructure 
● I I I . Customer R eq uirements Analysis 
● I V . Assessment F indings 
● V . N ew  Cisco W AAS  Architecture P roposal 
● V I . Cisco W AAS  Architecture E volution 
● V I I . Conclusions 

5 . R ev iew  and  f inal p r es entation—E lectronic copies of the Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment R eport are sent to the customer 
for review  prior to presentation of the report, in person, to the customer’s management at the customer’s location. 

A V A IL A B IL ITY  
The Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment is availab le in all Theaters. 

S U M M A R Y  
Cisco W AAS  offers b andw idth optimization and file services acceleration, and the Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment uses its 
features to help enterprises design an optimized infrastructure for the end user. Cisco Advanced S ervices offers recommendations to 
sustain and enhance the ex isting performance metrics and helps ensure that these devices integrate into the remaining netw ork  at the 
customer site. A goal of this service is to facilitate a centralized file services model w ith L AN -lik e performance at the b ranch offices 
of the future. 

O R D E R IN G  
Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment is a custom service offering and is ordered through a statement of w ork  and purchase order. 

F O R  M O R E  IN F O R M A TIO N  
F or more information ab out the Cisco Branch Consolidation Assessment or Cisco Advanced S ervices, contact your Cisco S ystems® 
representative. 
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