
For calendar year 2011, or tax year beginning , 2011, and ending ,

Part I Analysis of Revenue and
Expenses (The total of amounts in
columns (b), (c), and (d) may not neces-
sarily equal the amounts in column (a)
(see instructions).)

(a) Revenue and
expenses per books

(b) Net investment
income

(c) Adjusted net
income

(d) Disbursements
for charitable

purposes
(cash basis only)

1 Contributions, gifts, grants, etc, received (att sch). 

2 Ck G if the foundn is not req to att Sch B

3 Interest on savings and temporary
cash investments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4 Dividends and interest from securities . . . . . . . 

5a Gross rents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Net rental income
or (loss). . . . . . . . 

6a Net gain/(loss) from sale of assets not on line 10. 

b Gross sales price for all
assets on line 6a . . . . . 

7 Capital gain net income (from Part IV, line 2) . . . 

8 Net short-term capital gain. . . . . . . . . . 

9 Income modifications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

R
E
V
E
N
U
E 10a Gross sales less

returns and
allowances. . . . . . . 

b Less: Cost of
goods sold. . . . . . . 

c Gross profit/(loss) (att sch). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
11 Other income (attach schedule). . . . . . 

12 Total. Add lines 1 through 11. . . . . . . . 

13 Compensation of officers, directors, trustees, etc . 

14 Other employee salaries and wages . . . . . . . . . 

15 Pension plans, employee benefits . . . 

16a Legal fees (attach schedule). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Accounting fees (attach sch) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c Other prof fees (attach sch). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

17 Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

18 Taxes (attach schedule)(see instrs). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19 Depreciation (attach
sch) and depletion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20 Occupancy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

21 Travel, conferences, and meetings. . . 
22 Printing and publications. . . . . . . . . . . . 

23 Other expenses (attach schedule)

24 Total operating and administrative
expenses. Add lines 13 through 23 . . 

O
P
E
R
A
T
I
N
G

A
N
D

A
D
M
I
N
I
S
T
R
A
T
I
V
E

E
X
P
E
N
S
E
S

25 Contributions, gifts, grants paid. . . . . . . . . . . . 

a Excess of revenue over expenses
and disbursements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Net investment income (if negative, enter -0-). . . 

c Adjusted net income (if negative, enter -0-) . . . . 

BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. TEEA0504L   12/05/11 Form 990-PF (2011)

OMB No. 1545-0052
Form  990-PF Return of Private Foundation

or Section 4947(a)(1) Nonexempt Charitable Trust
Treated as a Private Foundation 2011

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service Note. The foundation may be able to use a copy of this return to satisfy state reporting requirements.

26 Total expenses and disbursements.
Add lines 24 and 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

27 Subtract line 26 from line 12:

A Employer identification number

B Telephone number (see the instructions)

C GIf exemption application is pending, check here. 

D 1 GForeign organizations, check here. . . . . . . . . . . 

2 Foreign organizations meeting the 85% test, check
Ghere and attach computation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E If private foundation status was terminated
Gunder section 507(b)(1)(A), check here. . . . . . . 

F If the foundation is in a 60-month termination
Gunder section 507(b)(1)(B), check here. . . . . . . 

G Check all that apply: Initial return Initial Return of a former public charity

Final return Amended return

Address change Name change

H Check type of organization: Section 501(c)(3) exempt private foundation

Section 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust Other taxable private foundation

I J Accounting method: Cash AccrualFair market value of all assets at end of year
(from Part II, column (c), line 16) Other (specify)

G$ (Part I, column (d) must be on cash basis.)

8/01 7/31 2012

77-0443347

408-527-3040

Cisco Systems Foundation
170 West Tasman Drive
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

X

X

121,449,385.

X

266. 266. N/A
2,119,338. 2,119,338.

-1,858,175.
10,447,510.

0.

237,060. 12,649.
498,489. 2,132,253.

0.

51,376. 53,599.
96,666. 48,333. 46,626.

316,439. 316,439.

99,176. 99,176.

212,401. 78,110. 140,591.

776,058. 542,058. 240,816.
Part XV 11,797,482. 10,120,200.

12,573,540. 542,058. 10,361,016.

-12,075,051.
1,590,195.

See Statement 1

See St 2
See St 3
See St 4

See Stm 5

See Statement 6
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Form 990-PF (2011) Page 2

Beginning of year End of year
Balance Sheets

Attached schedules and amounts in the description
column should be for end-of-year amounts only.
(See instructions.) (a) Book Value (b) Book Value (c) Fair Market Value

1 Cash ' non-interest-bearing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 Savings and temporary cash investments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 GAccounts receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

GLess: allowance for doubtful accounts

4 GPledges receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

GLess: allowance for doubtful accounts

5 Grants receivable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6 Receivables due from officers, directors, trustees, and other
disqualified persons (attach schedule) (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 GOther notes and loans receivable (attach sch). . 

GLess: allowance for doubtful accounts

8 Inventories for sale or use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9 Prepaid expenses and deferred charges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10a Investments ' U.S. and state government
obligations (attach schedule). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Investments ' corporate stock  (attach schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c Investments ' corporate bonds (attach schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

11 Investments ' land, buildings, and
Gequipment: basis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Less: accumulated depreciation
G(attach schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

12 Investments ' mortgage loans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

13 Investments ' other (attach schedule). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14 GLand, buildings, and equipment: basis. . 

Less: accumulated depreciation
G(attach schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15 GOther assets (describe )
16 Total assets (to be completed by all filers '

see the instructions. Also, see page 1, item I). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

17 Accounts payable and accrued expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

18 Grants payable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19 Deferred revenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20 Loans from officers, directors, trustees, & other disqualified persons. . . . . . . . . 

21 Mortgages and other notes payable (attach schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

22 GOther liabilities (describe . )

23 Total liabilities (add lines 17 through 22). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

GFoundations that follow SFAS 117, check here. . . . . . . . . 
and complete lines 24 through 26 and lines 30 and 31.

24 Unrestricted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

25 Temporarily restricted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

26 Permanently restricted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

GFoundations that do not follow SFAS 117, check here. . 

and complete lines 27 through 31.

27 Capital stock, trust principal, or current funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

28 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, and equipment fund. . . . . . . . . . . . 

29 Retained earnings, accumulated income, endowment, or other funds . . . . . . . . . 

30 Total net assets or fund balances (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . 
31 Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances

(see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Part III Analysis of Changes in Net Assets or Fund Balances

1 Total net assets or fund balances at beginning of year ' Part II, column (a), line 30 (must agree with
end-of-year figure reported on prior year's return). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

2 Enter amount from Part I, line 27a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

3 GOther increases not included in line 2 (itemize). . . . . . 3

4 Add lines 1, 2, and 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

5 GDecreases not included in line 2 (itemize). . . . . . . . . . 5

6 Total net assets or fund balances at end of year (line 4 minus line 5) ' Part II, column (b), line 30. . . . . . . . . . 6

L
I
A
B
I
L
I
T
I
E
S

N
E
T

A
S
S
E
T
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B
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A
N
C
E
S

A
S
S
E
T
S
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Part II

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

1,920,263. 3,587,838. 3,587,838.
10,000.

10,000. 10,000.

100,143. 100,143.

103,276,065. 87,840,385. 87,840,385.
20,022,094. 20,338,262. 20,338,262.

5,725,208. 7,444,455. 7,444,455.

2,072,507. 2,128,302. 2,128,302.

133,016,137. 121,449,385. 121,449,385.
112,467. 82,961.
297,168. 1,974,450.

498,880. 493,289.

908,515. 2,550,700.
X

132,107,622. 118,898,685.

132,107,622. 118,898,685.

133,016,137. 121,449,385.

132,107,622.
-12,075,051.

120,032,571.
1,133,886.

118,898,685.
See Statement 12

See Statement 10

Statement 7
Statement 8

Statement 9

See Statement 11
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Part IV Capital Gains and Losses for Tax on Investment Income
(a) List and describe the kind(s) of property sold (e.g., real estate,

2-story brick warehouse; or common stock, 200 shares MLC Company)

(b) How acquired
P ' Purchase
D ' Donation

(c) Date acquired
(month, day, year)

(d) Date sold
(month, day, year)

1 a

b

c

d

e

(e) Gross sales price (f) Depreciation allowed
(or allowable)

(g) Cost or other basis
plus expense of sale

(h) Gain or (loss)
(e) plus (f) minus (g)

a

b

c

d

e

Complete only for assets showing gain in column (h) and owned by the foundation on 12/31/69

(i) Fair Market Value
as of 12/31/69

(j) Adjusted basis
as of 12/31/69

(k) Excess of column (i)
over column (j), if any

(l) Gains (Column (h)
gain minus column (k), but not less

than -0-) or Losses (from column (h))

a

b

c

d

e

2 Capital gain net income or (net capital loss). If gain, also enter in Part I, line 7
If (loss), enter -0- in Part I, line 7 . . . . . . . . . . 2

3 Net short-term capital gain or (loss) as defined in sections 1222(5) and (6):

If gain, also enter in Part I, line 8, column (c) (see instructions). If (loss), enter -0-
in Part I, line 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Part V Qualification Under Section 4940(e) for Reduced Tax on Net Investment Income
(For optional use by domestic private foundations subject to the section 4940(a) tax on net investment income.)

If section 4940(d)(2) applies, leave this part blank.

Was the foundation liable for the section 4942 tax on the distributable amount of any year in the base period? . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

If 'Yes,' the foundation does not qualify under section 4940(e). Do not complete this part.

1 Enter the appropriate amount in each column for each year; see the instructions before making any entries.

(a)
Base period years

Calendar year (or tax year
beginning in)

(b)
Adjusted qualifying distributions

(c)
Net value of

noncharitable-use assets

(d)
Distribution ratio

(column (b) divided by column (c))

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2 Total of line 1, column (d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

3 Average distribution ratio for the 5-year base period ' divide the total on line 2 by 5, or by the
number of years the foundation has been in existence if less than 5 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4 Enter the net value of noncharitable-use assets for 2011 from Part X, line 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

5 Multiply line 4 by line 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

6 Enter 1% of net investment income (1% of Part I, line 27b). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

7 Add lines 5 and 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

8 Enter qualifying distributions from Part XII, line 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

If line 8 is equal to or greater than line 7, check the box in Part VI, line 1b, and complete that part using a 1% tax rate. See the
Part VI instructions.

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

TEEA0303L   07/14/11

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

-1,858,175.

0.

X

0.411535

0.082307

122,095,200.

10,049,290.

15,902.

10,065,192.

10,361,016.

12,441,534.
11,656,132.
11,146,564.
12,180,921.
10,261,898.

133,451,757.
125,329,900.
122,504,266.
177,824,681.
155,924,368.

0.093229
0.093004
0.090989
0.068500
0.065813

Sales of Publicly Traded Securities P Various Various

10,447,510. 12,305,685. -1,858,175.

-1,858,175.
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Part VI Excise Tax Based on Investment Income (Section 4940(a), 4940(b), 4940(e), or 4948 ' see instructions)

1a GExempt operating foundations described in section 4940(d)(2), check here . . . . . . and enter 'N/A' on line 1.

Date of ruling or determination letter: (attach copy of letter if necessary ' see instrs)

b Domestic foundations that meet the section 4940(e) requirements in Part V, 1

Gcheck here . and enter 1% of Part I, line 27b. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c All other domestic foundations enter 2% of line 27b. Exempt foreign organizations enter 4% of Part I, line 12, column (b). . . . . . 

2 Tax under section 511 (domestic section 4947(a)(1) trusts and taxable
foundations only. Others enter -0-). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

3 Add lines 1 and 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4 Subtitle A (income) tax (domestic section 4947(a)(1) trusts and taxable foundations only. Others enter -0-). . 4

5 Tax based on investment income. Subtract line 4 from line 3. If zero or less, enter -0-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

6 Credits/Payments:

a 2011 estimated tax pmts and 2010 overpayment credited to 2011 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6a

b Exempt foreign organizations ' tax withheld at source . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6b

c Tax paid with application for extension of time to file (Form 8868). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6c

d Backup withholding erroneously withheld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6d

7 Total credits and payments. Add lines 6a through 6d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

8 Enter any penalty for underpayment of estimated tax. Check here if Form 2220 is attached . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

9 GTax due. If the total of lines 5 and 8 is more than line 7, enter amount owed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

10 GOverpayment. If line 7 is more than the total of lines 5 and 8, enter the amount overpaid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

11 GEnter the amount of line 10 to be: Credited to 2012 estimated tax. . . . . . . . . GRefunded. . . . . . 11

Part VII-A Statements Regarding Activities
Yes No

1a During the tax year, did the foundation attempt to influence any national, state, or local legislation or did it
participate or intervene in any political campaign? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1a

b Did it spend more than $100 during the year (either directly or indirectly) for political purposes
(see the instructions for definition)?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b

If the answer is 'Yes' to 1a or 1b, attach a detailed description of the activities and copies of any materials published
or distributed by the foundation in connection with the activities.

c Did the foundation file Form 1120-POL for this year?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1c

5 Was there a liquidation, termination, dissolution, or substantial contraction during the year? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

If 'Yes,' attach the statement required by General Instruction T.

6 Are the requirements of section 508(e) (relating to sections 4941 through 4945) satisfied either:

?By language in the governing instrument, or

?By state legislation that effectively amends the governing instrument so that no mandatory directions that conflict
with the state law remain in the governing instrument? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

7 Did the foundation have at least $5,000 in assets at any time during the year? If 'Yes,' complete Part II, column (c), and Part XV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

8a GEnter the states to which the foundation reports or with which it is registered (see instructions) . . . . . . . . . 

b If the answer is 'Yes' to line 7, has the foundation furnished a copy of Form 990-PF to the Attorney General
(or designate) of each state as required by General Instruction G? If 'No,' attach explanation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8b

9 Is the foundation claiming status as a private operating foundation within the meaning of section 4942(j)(3) or 4942(j)(5)
for calendar year 2011 or the taxable year beginning in 2011 (see instructions for Part XIV)? If 'Yes,' complete Part XIV. 9

TEEA0304L   07/14/11

10 Did any persons become substantial contributors during the tax year? If 'Yes,' attach a schedule listing their names
and addresses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

d Enter the amount (if any) of tax on political expenditures (section 4955) imposed during the year:
(1) GOn the foundation. . . . . $ (2) GOn foundation managers. . . . . . $

e Enter the reimbursement (if any) paid by the foundation during the year for political expenditure tax imposed on

Gfoundation managers. . . . . . $
2 Has the foundation engaged in any activities that have not previously been reported to the IRS?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

If 'Yes,' attach a detailed description of the activities.

3 Has the foundation made any changes, not previously reported to the IRS, in its governing instrument, articles
of incorporation, or bylaws, or other similar instruments? If 'Yes,' attach a conformed copy of the changes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4a Did the foundation have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4a

b If 'Yes,' has it filed a tax return on Form 990-T for this year?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4b

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

X
15,902.

0.
15,902.

0.
15,902.

116,232.

116,232.
X

0.
100,330.

100,330. 0.

X

X

X

0. 0.

0.

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

N/A

CA
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Part VII-A Statements Regarding Activities (continued)

Part VII-B Statements Regarding Activities for Which Form 4720 May Be Required
File Form 4720 if any item is checked in the 'Yes' column, unless an exception applies. Yes No

1a During the year did the foundation (either directly or indirectly):

(1) Engage in the sale or exchange, or leasing of property with a disqualified person? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(2) Borrow money from, lend money to, or otherwise extend credit to (or accept it from) a
disqualified person?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(3) Furnish goods, services, or facilities to (or accept them from) a disqualified person?. . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(4) Pay compensation to, or pay or reimburse the expenses of, a disqualified person?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(5) Transfer any income or assets to a disqualified person (or make any of either available
for the benefit or use of a disqualified person)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(6) Agree to pay money or property to a government official? (Exception. Check 'No' if the
foundation agreed to make a grant to or to employ the official for a period after termination
of government service, if terminating within 90 days.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

3a Did the foundation hold more than a 2% direct or indirect interest in any business
enterprise at any time during the year?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

b If 'Yes,' did it have excess business holdings in 2011 as a result of (1) any purchase by the foundation
or disqualified persons after May 26, 1969; (2) the lapse of the 5-year period (or longer period approved
by the Commissioner under section 4943(c)(7)) to dispose of holdings acquired by gift or bequest; or
(3) the lapse of the 10-, 15-, or 20-year first phase holding period? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to
determine if the foundation had excess business holdings in 2011.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3b

4a Did the foundation invest during the year any amount in a manner that would jeopardize its
charitable purposes?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4a

b Did the foundation make any investment in a prior year (but after December 31, 1969) that could
jeopardize its charitable purpose that had not been removed from jeopardy before the first day of
the tax year beginning in 2011?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4b

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

b If any answer is 'Yes' to 1a(1)-(6), did any of the acts fail to qualify under the exceptions described in
Regulations section 53.4941(d)-3 or in a current notice regarding disaster assistance (see instructions)?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b

GOrganizations relying on a current notice regarding disaster assistance check here. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c Did the foundation engage in a prior year in any of the acts described in 1a, other than excepted acts,
that were not corrected before the first day of the tax year beginning in 2011?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1c

2 Taxes on failure to distribute income (section 4942) (does not apply for years the foundation was a
private operating foundation defined in section 4942(j)(3) or 4942(j)(5)):

a At the end of tax year 2011, did the foundation have any undistributed income (lines 6d
and 6e, Part XIII) for tax year(s) beginning before 2011? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

If 'Yes,' list the years G 20 , 20 , 20 , 20 .

b Are there any years listed in 2a for which the foundation is not applying the provisions of section 4942(a)(2)
(relating to incorrect valuation of assets) to the year's undistributed income? (If applying section 4942(a)(2) to
all years listed, answer 'No' and attach statement ' see instructions.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2b

c If the provisions of section 4942(a)(2) are being applied to any of the years listed in 2a, list the years here.

G 20 , 20 , 20 , 20 .

13 Did the foundation comply with the public inspection requirements for its annual returns and exemption application?. . . . 13

GWebsite address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

14 The books are in care of G Telephone no. G

Located at G ZIP + 4 G

15 GSection 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trusts filing Form 990-PF in lieu of Form 1041 ' Check here. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Gand enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Yes No
16 At any time during calendar year 2011, did the foundation have an interest in or a signature or other authority over a

bank, securities, or other financial account in a foreign country? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

See the instructions for exceptions and filing requirements for Form TD F 90-22.1. If 'Yes,' enter the name of the
foreign country G

11 At any time during the year, did the foundation, directly or indirectly, own a controlled entity
within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If 'Yes', attach schedule (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

12 Did the foundation make a distribution to a donor advised fund over which the foundation or a disqualified person had
advisory privileges? If 'Yes,' attach statement (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

TEEA0305L   07/14/11

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

X

X
X

www.cisco.com/go/foundation
Peter Tavernise 408-853-4483

170 West Tasman Drive  San Jose, CA 95134-1706
N/A

N/A

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

N/A

X

N/A

X

X
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See Stmt 28
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Part VII-B Statements Regarding Activities for Which Form 4720 May Be Required (continued)

BAA TEEA0306L   12/05/11 Form 990-PF (2011)

Part VIII Information About Officers, Directors, Trustees, Foundation Managers, Highly Paid Employees,
and Contractors

2 Compensation of five highest-paid employees (other than those included on line 1' see instructions). If none, enter 'NONE.'

(a) Name and address of each employee
paid more than $50,000

(b) Title, and average
hours per week

devoted to position

(c) Compensation (d) Contributions to
employee benefit

plans and deferred
compensation

(e) Expense account,
other allowances

GTotal number of other employees paid over $50,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1 List all officers, directors, trustees, foundation managers and their compensation (see instructions).

(a) Name and address

(b) Title, and average
hours per week

devoted to position

(c) Compensation
(If not paid, enter -0-)

(d) Contributions to
employee benefit

plans and deferred
compensation

(e) Expense account,
other allowances

5a During the year did the foundation pay or incur any amount to:

(1) Carry on propaganda, or otherwise attempt to influence legislation (section 4945(e))? . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(2) Influence the outcome of any specific public election (see section 4955); or to carry
on, directly or indirectly, any voter registration drive?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(3) Provide a grant to an individual for travel, study, or other similar purposes?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(4) Provide a grant to an organization other than a charitable, etc, organization described
in section 509(a)(1), (2), or (3), or section 4940(d)(2)? (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

(5) Provide for any purpose other than religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or
educational purposes, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

b If any answer is 'Yes' to 5a(1)-(5), did any of the transactions fail to qualify under the exceptions
described in Regulations section 53.4945 or in a current notice regarding disaster assistance
(see instructions)?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5b

GOrganizations relying on a current notice regarding disaster assistance check here. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c If the answer is 'Yes' to question 5a(4), does the foundation claim exemption from the
tax because it maintained expenditure responsibility for the grant?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

If 'Yes,' attach the statement required by Regulations section 53.4945-5(d).

6a Did the foundation, during the year, receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums
on a personal benefit contract?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

b Did the foundation, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6b

If 'Yes' to 6b, file Form 8870.

7a At any time during the tax year, was the foundation a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? . . Yes No

b If 'Yes,' did the foundation receive any proceeds or have any net income attributable to the transaction? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7b

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

0

0. 0. 0.

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

None

N/A

See Statement 13

See Statement 14
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TEEA0307L   09/01/11

Summary of Program-Related Investments (see instructions)

Describe the two largest program-related investments made by the foundation during the tax year on lines 1 and 2. Amount

1

2

All other program-related investments. See instructions.

3

GTotal. Add lines 1 through 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

3 Five highest-paid independent contractors for professional services (see instructions). If none, enter 'NONE.'

(a) Name and address of each person paid more than $50,000 (b) Type of service (c) Compensation

GTotal number of others receiving over $50,000 for professional services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Summary of Direct Charitable Activities

List the foundation's four largest direct charitable activities during the tax year. Include relevant statistical information such as the number of
organizations and other beneficiaries served, conferences convened, research papers produced, etc.

Expenses

1

2

3

4

Part VIII Information About Officers, Directors, Trustees, Foundation Managers, Highly Paid Employees,
and Contractors (continued)

Part IX-A

Part IX-B

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

0.

1

N/A

State Street Bank and Trust

78,110.

56,666.San Francisco, CA 94104
44 Montgomery Street, Ste 2019
Fontanello, Duffield & Otake, LLP

100,652.Philadelphia, PA 19103
One Liberty Place, Ste 1200
Philadelphia International Advisors

159,304.New York, NY 10165
60 East 42nd Street
Daruma Asset Management

111,978.Toronto, Ontario M5J 2R8 Canada
10 Bay Street, 7th Floor
Adecco
Boston, MA 02110
One Lincoln Street

Accounting Fees

Asset Management

Asset Management

Out-Sourced Staff

Custodial Fees

N/A
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Minimum Investment Return (All domestic foundations must complete this part. Foreign foundations,
see instructions.)

1
a

Fair market value of assets not used (or held for use) directly in carrying out charitable, etc, purposes:
Average monthly fair market value of securities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1a

b Average of monthly cash balances. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b

c Fair market value of all other assets (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1c

d Total (add lines 1a, b, and c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1d

e Reduction claimed for blockage or other factors reported on lines 1a and 1c

(attach detailed explanation). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1e

2 Acquisition indebtedness applicable to line 1 assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

3 Subtract line 2 from line 1d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4 Cash deemed held for charitable activities. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3
(for greater amount, see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

5 Net value of noncharitable-use assets. Subtract line 4 from line 3. Enter here and on Part V, line 4. . . . . . . . . 5

6 Minimum investment return. Enter 5% of line 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Distributable Amount (see instructions)

1 Minimum investment return from Part X, line 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

2a Tax on investment income for 2011 from Part VI, line 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2a

b Income tax for 2011. (This does not include the tax from Part VI.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2b

c Add lines 2a and 2b. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2c

3 Distributable amount before adjustments. Subtract line 2c from line 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4 Recoveries of amounts treated as qualifying distributions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

5 Add lines 3 and 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

6 Deduction from distributable amount (see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

7 Distributable amount as adjusted. Subtract line 6 from line 5. Enter here and on Part XIII, line 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Qualifying Distributions (see instructions)

1
a

Amounts paid (including administrative expenses) to accomplish charitable, etc, purposes:
Expenses, contributions, gifts, etc ' total from Part I, column (d), line 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1a

b Program-related investments ' total from Part IX-B. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b

2 Amounts paid to acquire assets used (or held for use) directly in carrying out charitable, etc, purposes. . . . . . 2

3
a

Amounts set aside for specific charitable projects that satisfy the:
Suitability test (prior IRS approval required) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3a

b Cash distribution test (attach the required schedule). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3b

4 Qualifying distributions. Add lines 1a through 3b. Enter here and on Part V, line 8, and Part XIII, line 4. . . . . 4

5 Foundations that qualify under section 4940(e) for the reduced rate of tax on net investment income.
Enter 1% of Part I, line 27b (see instructions). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

6 Adjusted qualifying distributions. Subtract line 5 from line 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Note. The amount on line 6 will be used in Part V, column (b), in subsequent years when calculating whether the foundation
qualifies for the section 4940(e) reduction of tax in those years.

TEEA0308L   12/05/11

(Section 4942(j)(3) and (j)(5) private operating foundations
and certain foreign organizations check here G and do not complete this part.)

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

Part X

Part XI

Part XII

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

119,637,983.
4,316,535.

123,954,518.

0.
0.

123,954,518.

1,859,318.
122,095,200.

6,104,760.

6,104,760.
15,902.

15,902.
6,088,858.

6,088,858.

6,088,858.

10,361,016.

10,361,016.

15,902.
10,345,114.
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TEEA0309L   07/14/11

Undistributed Income (see instructions)

(a)
Corpus

(b)
Years prior to 2010

(c)
2010

(d)
2011

1 Distributable amount for 2011 from Part XI,
line 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 Undistributed income, if any, as of the end of 2011:

a Enter amount for 2010 only. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Total for prior years: 20 , 20 , 20

3 Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2011:

a From 2006. . . . . . . . . . . . 

b From 2007. . . . . . . . . . . . 

c From 2008. . . . . . . . . . . . 

d From 2009. . . . . . . . . . . . 

e From 2010. . . . . . . . . . . . 

f Total of lines 3a through e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

4 Qualifying distributions for 2011 from Part

XII, line 4: G $
a Applied to 2010, but not more than line 2a. . . 

b Applied to undistributed income of prior years
(Election required ' see instructions) . . . . . . . 

c Treated as distributions out of corpus
(Election required ' see instructions) . . . . . . . 

d Applied to 2011 distributable amount. . . . . . . . 

e Remaining amount distributed out of corpus . 

5 Excess distributions carryover applied to 2011. . . . . . . . . 
(If an amount appears in column (d), the
same amount must be shown in column (a).)

6 Enter the net total of each column as
indicated below:

a Corpus. Add lines 3f, 4c, and 4e. Subtract line 5 . . . . . . . 

b Prior years' undistributed income. Subtract
line 4b from line 2b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c Enter the amount of prior years' undistribut-
ed income for which a notice of deficiency
has been issued, or on which the section
4942(a) tax has been previously assessed. . . 

d Subtract line 6c from line 6b. Taxable
amount ' see instructions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

e Undistributed income for 2010.  Subtract line 4a from
line 2a. Taxable amount ' see instructions . . . . . . . . . . 

f Undistributed income for 2011. Subtract lines
4d and 5 from line 1. This amount must be
distributed in 2012 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 Amounts treated as distributions out of
corpus to satisfy requirements imposed
by section 170(b)(1)(F) or 4942(g)(3)
(see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Excess distributions carryover from 2006 not
applied on line 5 or line 7 (see instructions) . 

9 Excess distributions carryover to 2012.
Subtract lines 7 and 8 from line 6a. . . . . . . . . . 

10 Analysis of line 9:

a Excess from 2007. . . . . 

b Excess from 2008. . . . . 

c Excess from 2009. . . . . 

d Excess from 2010. . . . . 

e Excess from 2011. . . . . 

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

Part XIII

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

6,088,858.

0.
0.

3,109,939.
3,441,703.
5,029,279.
5,459,818.
5,831,188.

22,871,927.

10,361,016.
0.

0.

0.
6,088,858.

4,272,158.
0. 0.

27,144,085.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

3,109,939.

24,034,146.

3,441,703.
5,029,279.
5,459,818.
5,831,188.
4,272,158.

kjohnson
Typewritten Text
*

kjohnson
Typewritten Text
* See Statement 27
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Form 990-PF (2011) Page 10

Part XIV Private Operating Foundations (see instructions and Part VII-A, question 9)
1a If the foundation has received a ruling or determination letter that it is a private operating foundation, and the ruling

Gis effective for 2011, enter the date of the ruling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Check box to indicate whether the foundation is a private operating foundation described in section 4942(j)(3) or 4942(j)(5)

Tax year Prior 3 years

(a) 2011 (b) 2010 (c) 2009 (d) 2008 (e) Total

2a Enter the lesser of the adjusted net
income from Part I or the minimum
investment return from Part X for
each year listed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b 85% of line 2a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c Qualifying distributions from Part XII,
line 4 for each year listed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

d Amounts included in line 2c not used directly
for active conduct of exempt activities. . . . . . . . . . . . 

e Qualifying distributions made directly
for active conduct of exempt activities.
Subtract line 2d from line 2c. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 Complete 3a, b, or c for the
alternative test relied upon:

a 'Assets' alternative test ' enter:

(1) Value of all assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(2) Value of assets qualifying under
section 4942(j)(3)(B)(i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b 'Endowment' alternative test ' enter 2/3 of
minimum investment return shown in Part X,
line 6 for each year listed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c 'Support' alternative test ' enter:

(1) Total support other than gross
investment income (interest,
dividends, rents, payments
on securities loans (section
512(a)(5)), or royalties). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(2) Support from general public and 5 or
more exempt organizations as provided
in section 4942(j)(3)(B)(iii). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(3) Largest amount of support from
an exempt organization. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(4) Gross investment income. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Supplementary Information (Complete this part only if the organization had $5,000 or more in
assets at any time during the year ' see instructions.)

1 Information Regarding Foundation Managers:

a List any managers of the foundation who have contributed more than 2% of the total contributions received by the foundation before the
close of any tax year (but only if they have contributed more than $5,000). (See section 507(d)(2).)

b List any managers of the foundation who own 10% or more of the stock of a corporation (or an equally large portion of the ownership of
a partnership or other entity) of which the foundation has a 10% or greater interest.

2 Information Regarding Contribution, Grant, Gift, Loan, Scholarship, etc, Programs:

Check here G if the foundation only makes contributions to preselected charitable organizations and does not accept unsolicited

requests for funds. If the foundation makes gifts, grants, etc, (see instructions) to individuals or organizations under other conditions,
complete items 2a, b, c, and d.

a The name, address, and telephone number of the person to whom applications should be addressed:

b The form in which applications should be submitted and information and materials they should include:

c Any submission deadlines:

d Any restrictions or limitations on awards, such as by geographical areas, charitable fields, kinds of institutions, or other factors:

Part XV

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347
N/A

See Statement for Line 2a

See Statement for Line 2a

See Statement for Line 2a

None

None

See Statement 15



BAA TEEA0501L   07/14/11 Form 990-PF (2011)

Part XV Supplementary Information (continued)
3 Grants and Contributions Paid During the Year or Approved for Future Payment

Recipient
Amount

Name and address (home or business)

If recipient is an individual,
show any relationship to

any foundation manager or
substantial contributor

Foundation
status of
recipient

Purpose of grant or
contribution

a Paid during the year

GTotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3a

b Approved for future payment

GTotal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3b

Form 990-PF (2011) Page 11Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

10,120,200.

1,974,450.

See Statement 17
,

N/A Various 10,120,200.

See Statement 16



Form 990-PF (2011) Page 12

Analysis of Income-Producing Activities

Enter gross amounts unless otherwise indicated. Unrelated business income Excluded by section 512, 513, or 514

1 Program service revenue:

(a)
Business

code

(b)
Amount

(c)
Exclu-
sion
code

(d)
Amount

(e)
Related or exempt
function income

(See instructions)

a

b

c

d

e

f

g Fees and contracts from government agencies. . . . 

2 Membership dues and assessments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 Interest on savings and temporary cash investments. . . . . . . . . 

4 Dividends and interest from securities. . . . . . . . . . . . 

5 Net rental income or (loss) from real estate:

a Debt-financed property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b Not debt-financed property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6 Net rental income or (loss) from personal property. . . . . . . . . . 

7 Other investment income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Gain or (loss) from sales of assets other than inventory . . . . . . 

9 Net income or (loss) from special events. . . . . . . . . 

10 Gross profit or (loss) from sales of inventory. . . . . . 

11 Other revenue:

a

b

c

d

e

12 Subtotal. Add columns (b), (d), and (e) . . . . . . . . . . 

13 Total. Add line 12, columns (b), (d), and (e). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

(See worksheet in line 13 instructions to verify calculations.)

Relationship of Activities to the Accomplishment of Exempt Purposes

Line No.
I

Explain below how each activity for which income is reported in column (e) of Part XVI-A contributed importantly to the
accomplishment of the foundation's exempt purposes (other than by providing funds for such purposes). (See instructions.)

BAA TEEA0502L   07/14/11 Form 990-PF (2011)

Part XVI-A

Part XVI-B

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

14 266.
14 2,119,338.

18 -1,858,175.

274,078. 224,411.
498,489.

Invest. Litigation Sttlmt 18 456.
Other Investment Income 14 12,193.
Provision for Excise Tax 224,411.

11c Change in Provision for Excise Tax



Form 990-PF (2011) Page 13

Information Regarding Transfers To and Transactions and Relationships With Noncharitable
Exempt Organizations

Yes No
1 Did the organization directly or indirectly engage in any of the following with any other organization

described in section 501(c) of the Code (other than section 501(c)(3) organizations) or in section 527,
relating to political organizations?

a Transfers from the reporting foundation to a noncharitable exempt organization of:

(1) Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1a (1)

(2) Other assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1a (2)

b Other transactions:

(1) Sales of assets to a noncharitable exempt organization. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b (1)

(2) Purchases of assets from a noncharitable exempt organization. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b (2)

(3) Rental of facilities, equipment, or other assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b (3)

(4) Reimbursement arrangements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b (4)

(5) Loans or loan guarantees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b (5)

(6) Performance of services or membership or fundraising solicitations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1b (6)

c Sharing of facilities, equipment, mailing lists, other assets, or paid employees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1c

d If the answer to any of the above is 'Yes,' complete the following schedule. Column (b) should always show the fair market value of
the goods, other assets, or services given by the reporting foundation. If the foundation received less than fair market value in
any transaction or sharing arrangement, show in column (d) the value of the goods, other assets, or services received.

(a) Line no. (b) Amount involved (c) Name of noncharitable exempt organization (d) Description of transfers, transactions, and sharing arrangements

2a Is the foundation directly or indirectly affiliated with, or related to, one or more tax-exempt organizations
described in section 501(c) of the Code (other than section 501(c)(3)) or in section 527? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes No

b If 'Yes,' complete the following schedule.

(a) Name of organization (b) Type of organization (c) Description of relationship

BAA Form 990-PF (2011)

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true,
correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than taxpayer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

Sign May the IRS discuss
this return with the
preparer shown below
(see instructions)?Here A A

Signature of officer or trustee Date Title Yes No

Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date Check if PTIN

self-employed

Firm's name G Firm's EIN G

Firm's address G

Paid
Preparer
Use Only

Phone no.

TEEA0503L   07/15/11

Part XVII
Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

N/A

N/A

X

Michael Fontanello P01471027
Fontanello, Duffield & Otake, LLP
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 2019

37-1420474

San Francisco, CA 94104 (415) 983-0200

Michael Fontanello



Name Employer identification number

Note: Generally, the corporation is not required to file Form 2220 (see Part II below for exceptions) because the IRS will figure any penalty
owed and bill the corporation. However, the corporation may still use Form 2220 to figure the penalty. If so, enter the amount from page
2, line 38 on the estimated tax penalty line of the corporation's income tax return, but do not attach Form 2220.

Part I Required Annual Payment

1 Total tax (see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

2a Personal holding company tax (Schedule PH (Form 1120), line 26) included
on line 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 a

b Look-back interest included on line 1 under section 460(b)(2) for completed
long-term contracts or section 167(g) for depreciation under the income
forecast method . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 b

c Credit for federal tax paid on fuels (see instructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 c

d Total. Add lines 2a through 2c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 d

3 Subtract line 2d from line 1. If the result is less than $500, do not complete or file this form.
The corporation does not owe the penalty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4 Enter the tax shown on the corporation's 2010 income tax return (see instructions). Caution: If the tax is
zero or the tax year was for less than 12 months, skip this line and enter the amount from
line 3 on line 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

5 Required annual payment. Enter the smaller of line 3 or line 4. If the corporation is required to skip line 4,
enter the amount from line 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

(a) (b) (c) (d)

9 Installment due dates. Enter in columns (a) through
(d) the 15th day of the 4th (Form 990-PF filers: Use
5th month), 6th, 9th, and 12th months of the
corporation's tax year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

10 Required installments. If the box on line 6 and/or line
7 above is checked, enter the amounts from Schedule
A, line 38. If the box on line 8 (but not 6 or 7) is
checked, see instructions for the amounts to enter.
If none of these boxes are checked, enter 25% of line
5 above in each column. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

11 Estimated tax paid or credited for each period (see
instructions). For column (a) only, enter the amount
from line 11 on line 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Complete lines 12 through 18 of one column
before going to the next column.

12 Enter amount, if any, from line 18 of the preceding column . . . . . . . . 12

13 Add lines 11 and 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

14 Add amounts on lines 16 and 17 of the preceding column. . . . . . . . . . 14

15 Subtract line 14 from line 13. If zero or less, enter -0-. . . . . . . . . . . . 15
16 If the amount on line 15 is zero, subtract line 13 from

line 14. Otherwise, enter -0-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

17 Underpayment. If line 15 is less than or equal to line
10, subtract line 15 from line 10. Then go to line 12 of
the next column. Otherwise, go to line 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

18 Overpayment. If line 10 is less than line 15, subtract
line 10 from line 15. Then go to line 12 of the
next column. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Go to Part IV on page 2 to figure the penalty. Do not go to Part IV if there are no entries on
line 17 ' no penalty is owed.

BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see separate instructions. CPCZ0312L   12/02/11 Form 2220 (2011)

OMB No. 1545-0142

Form 2220 Underpayment of Estimated Tax by Corporations
2011

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

G See separate instructions.
G Attach to the corporation's tax return.

Reasons for Filing ' Check the boxes below that apply. If any boxes are checked, the corporation must
file Form 2220 even if it does not owe a penalty (see instructions).

6 The corporation is using the adjusted seasonal installment method.

7 The corporation is using the annualized income installment method.

8 The corporation is a 'large corporation' figuring its first required installment based on the prior year's tax.

Part III Figuring the Underpayment

Part II

Form 990-PF

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

15,902.

15,902.

68,758.

15,902.

X

12/15/11 1/15/12 4/15/12 7/15/12

3,975. 3,975. 3,976. 3,976.

116,232.

112,257. 108,282. 104,306.
112,257. 108,282. 104,306.

116,232. 112,257. 108,282. 104,306.

0. 0.

112,257. 108,282. 104,306.



CPCZ0312L   12/02/11

Form 2220 (2011) Page 2

19 Enter the date of payment or the 15th day of the 3rd
month after the close of the tax year, whichever is
earlier (see instructions). (Form 990-PF and Form
990-T filers: Use 5th month instead of 3rd month.). . . . 

20 Number of days from due date of installment
on line 9 to the date shown on line 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

21 Number of days on line 20 after 4/15/2011 and
before 7/1/2011. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

22 Underpayment
on line 17 x

Number of days
on line 21 x 4% . . . 

365

23 Number of days on line 20 after 6/30/2011 and
before 10/1/2011. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

24 Underpayment
on line 17 x

Number of days
on line 23 x 4% . . . 

365

25 Number of days on line 20 after 9/30/2011 and
before 1/1/2012. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

26 Underpayment
on line 17 x

Number of days
on line 25 x 3% . . . 

365

27 Number of days on line 20 after 12/31/2011 and
before 4/1/2012. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

28 Underpayment
on line 17 x

Number of days
on line 27 x 3% . . . 

366

(a) (b) (c) (d)

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38 Penalty. Add columns (a) through (d) of line 37. Enter the total here and on Form 1120, line 33; or the

comparable line for other income tax returns. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

*Use the penalty interest rate for each calendar quarter, which the IRS will determine during the first month in the preceding quarter. These
rates are published quarterly in an IRS News Release and in a revenue ruling in the Internal Revenue Bulletin. To obtain this information on the
Internet, access the IRS website at www.irs.gov. You can also call 1-800-829-4933 to get interest rate information.

Form 2220 (2011)

29 Number of days on line 20 after 3/31/2012 and
before 7/1/2011. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

30 Underpayment
on line 17 x

Number of days
on line 29 x *% . . . 

366

31 Number of days on line 20 after 6/30/2012 and
before 10/1/2012. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

32 Underpayment
on line 17 x

Number of days
on line 31 x *% . . . 

366

33 Number of days on line 20 after 9/30/2012 and
before 1/1/2013. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

34 Underpayment
on line 17

Number of days
on line 33 x *% . . . 

366

35 Number of days on line 20 after 12/31/2012 and
before 2/16/2013. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

36 Underpayment
on line 17

Number of days
on line 35 x *% . . . 

365

37 Add lines 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, and 36. . . . . . . . . . . 

Part IV Figuring the Penalty
Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

0.



Form 8868 Application for Extension of Time To File an
Exempt Organization Return OMB No. 1545-1709(Rev January 2012)

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service GFile a separate application for each return.

FIFZ0501L  01/04/12

? GIf you are filing for an Automatic 3-Month Extension, complete only Part I and check this box. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

? If you are filing for an Additional (Not Automatic) 3-Month Extension, complete only Part II (on page 2 of this form).

Do not complete Part II unless you have already been granted an automatic 3-month extension on a previously filed Form 8868.

Name of exempt organization or other filer, see instructions. Employer identification number (EIN) or

Number, street, and room or suite number. If a P.O. box, see instructions. Social security number (SSN)

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. For a foreign address, see instructions.

Type or
print

File by the
due date for
filing your
return. See
instructions.

1 I request an automatic 3-month (6 months for a corporation required to file Form 990-T) extension of time

until , 20 , to file the exempt organization return for the organization named above.

The extension is for the organization's return for:

G calendar year 20 or

G tax year beginning , 20 , and ending , 20 .

2 If the tax year entered in line 1 is for less than 12 months, check reason: Initial return Final return

Change in accounting period

3a If this application is for Form 990-BL, 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter the tentative tax, less any
nonrefundable credits. See instructions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3a $

b If this application is for Form 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter any refundable credits and estimated tax
payments made. Include any prior year overpayment allowed as a credit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3b $

c Balance due. Subtract line 3b from line 3a. Include your payment with this form, if required, by using
EFTPS (Electronic Federal Tax Payment System). See instructions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3c $

Caution. If you are going to make an electronic fund withdrawal with this Form 8868, see Form 8453-EO and Form 8879-EO for
payment instructions.

BAA  For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see Instructions. Form 8868 (Rev 1-2012)

Electronic filing (e-file). You can electronically file Form 8868 if you need a 3-month automatic extension of time to file (6 months for a
corporation required to file Form 990-T), or an additional (not automatic) 3-month extension of time. You can electronically file Form 8868 to
request an extension of time to file any of the forms listed in Part I or Part II with the exception of Form 8870, Information Return for Transfers
Associated With Certain Personal Benefit Contracts, which must be sent to the IRS in paper format (see instructions). For more details on the
electronic filing of this form, visit www.irs.gov/efile and click on e-file for Charities & Nonprofits.

Part I Automatic 3-Month Extension of Time. Only submit original (no copies needed).
GA corporation required to file Form 990-T and requesting an automatic 6-month extension ' check this box and complete Part I only. . . . . 

All other corporations (including 1120-C filers), partnerships, REMICS, and trusts must use Form 7004 to request an extension of time to file
income tax returns.

Enter filer's identifying number, see instructions

Enter the Return code for the return that this application is for (file a separate application for each return). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Application
Is For

Return
Code

Application
Is For

Return
Code

Form 990 01 Form 990-T (corporation) 07

Form 990-BL 02 Form 1041-A 08

Form 990-EZ 01 Form 4720 09

Form 990-PF 04 Form 5227 10

Form 990-T (section 401(a) or 408(a) trust) 05 Form 6069 11

Form 990-T (trust other than above) 06 Form 8870 12

? GThe books are in the care of. . 

GTelephone No.. GFAX No.

? GIf the organization does not have an office or place of business in the United States, check this box . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

? If this is for a Group Return, enter the organization's four digit Group Exemption Number (GEN) . If this is for the whole group,

Gcheck this box. . . . . G. If it is for part of the group, check this box. . . and attach a list with the names and EINs of all members

the extension is for.

X

Cisco Systems Foundation X 77-0443347

170 West Tasman Drive

San Jose, CA 95134-1706

04

Peter Tavernise

408-853-4483

3/15 13

X 8/01 11 7/31 12

15,902.

116,232.

0.





2011 Federal Statements Page 1

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

Statement 1
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 11
Other Income

(a) (b) Net (c)
Revenue Investment Adjusted

per Books Income Net Income

Invest. Litigation Sttlmt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 456.
Other Investment Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,193.$ 12,649.
Provision for Excise Tax. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224,411.

Total $ 237,060.$ 12,649.$ 0.

Statement 2
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 16a
Legal Fees

(a) (b) Net (c) (d)
Expenses Investment Adjusted Charitable
Per Books Income Net Income Purposes

Legal Fees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 51,376. $ 53,599.
Total $ 51,376. $ 0. $ 53,599.

Statement 3
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 16b
Accounting Fees

(a) (b) Net (c) (d)
Expenses Investment Adjusted Charitable
per Books Income Net Income Purposes

Accounting/Tax Preparation. . . . . . . . . . . . $ 56,666. $ 28,333. $ 26,626.
Audit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,000. 20,000. 20,000.

Total $ 96,666. $ 48,333. $ 46,626.

Statement 4
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 16c
Other Professional Fees

(a) (b) Net (c) (d)
Expenses Investment Adjusted Charitable
per Books Income Net Income Purposes

Investment Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 316,439. $ 316,439.
Total $ 316,439. $ 316,439. $ 0.



2011 Federal Statements Page 2

Cisco Systems Foundation 77-0443347

Statement 5
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 18
Taxes

(a) (b) Net (c) (d)
Expenses Investment Adjusted Charitable
per Books Income Net Income Purposes

Foreign Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 99,176. $ 99,176.
Total $ 99,176. $ 99,176. $ 0.

Statement 6
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 23
Other Expenses

(a) (b) Net (c) (d)
Expenses Investment Adjusted Charitable
per Books Income Net Income Purposes

Custodial Fees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 78,110. $ 78,110.
Filing Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160. $ 160.
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,100. 17,100.
Other Misc Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,128. 2,128.
Outsourced Staff Support. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114,903. 121,203.

Total $ 212,401. $ 78,110. $ 140,591.

Statement 7
Form 990-PF, Part II, Line 10b
Investments - Corporate Stocks

Valuation Book Fair Market
Corporate Stocks Method Value Value

New Lumina Fund - See Stmt 21 Mkt Val $ 57,366,003. $ 57,366,003.
Daruma - See Stmt 22 Mkt Val 14,741,075. 14,741,075.
Philadelphia Int'l - See Stmt 23 Mkt Val 15,733,307. 15,733,307.

Total $ 87,840,385. $ 87,840,385.

Statement 8
Form 990-PF, Part II, Line 10c
Investments - Corporate Bonds

Valuation Book Fair Market
Corporate Bonds Method Value Value

Blackrock - See Stmt 24 Mkt Val $ 74,882. $ 74,882.
Blackrock - See Stmt 25 Mkt Val 20,263,380. 20,263,380.

Total $ 20,338,262. $ 20,338,262.
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Statement 9
Form 990-PF, Part II, Line 13
Investments - Other

Valuation Book Fair Market
Method Value Value

Other Investments

Microvest Mkt Val $ 503,375. $ 503,375.
III Relative Value LP Mkt Val 6,941,080. 6,941,080.

Total $ 7,444,455. $ 7,444,455.

Statement 10
Form 990-PF, Part II, Line 15
Other Assets

Fair Market
Book Value Value

Interest/Dividends Receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 155,003. $ 155,003.
State Street Investment Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,909,167. 1,909,167.
Tax Refund Receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,132. 64,132.

Total $ 2,128,302. $ 2,128,302.

Statement 11
Form 990-PF, Part II, Line 22
Other Liabilities

Deferred Excise Tax Liability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 160,000.
Net Security Transactions Pending. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333,289.

Total $ 493,289.

Statement 12
Form 990-PF, Part III, Line 5
Other Decreases

FMV Adjustment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,133,886.
Total $ 1,133,886.

Statement 13
Form 990-PF, Part VII-B, Line 5c
Expenditure Responsibility

Grantee Name: Parikrma Humanity Foundation
Address: 1846,3rd main,'C' block, Sahakaran
Address: Bangalore,  560092 India
Grant Date: 7/17/2011
Grant Amount: $ 25000
Grant Purpose: Cisco Parikrma Mentorship program
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 25000
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Statement 13 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part VII-B, Line 5c
Expenditure Responsibility

Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 8/28/12
Date of Verification: 8/28/2012
Results of Verification: Expenditures complied with the grant agreement, no

exceptions were noted.

Grantee Name: Shristi Special Academy
Address: 13/1, 9th G Main, 6th Cross
Address: Bangalore,  560072 India
Grant Date: 7/15/2011
Grant Amount: $ 25000
Grant Purpose: Vocational Training/Sheltered workshop
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 25000
Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 8/1/12
Date of Verification: 8/01/2012
Results of Verification: Expenditures complied with the grant agreement, no

exceptions were noted.

Grantee Name: Asian Women's Welfare Assn
Address: No 9 Lorong
Address: Napiri,  547531 Singapore
Grant Date: 7/15/2011
Grant Amount: $ 25000
Grant Purpose: AWWA EXCELerate Services
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 25000
Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 6/11/2012
Date of Verification: 6/11/2012
Results of Verification: Expenditures complied with the grant agreement, no

exceptions were noted.

Grantee Name: Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada
Address: 2005 Shepard Ave East, Suite 400
Address: Toronto, Ontario M2J 5B4 Canada
Grant Date: 7/15/2011
Grant Amount: $ 25000
Grant Purpose: Community Crisis Response Network
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 0
Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 1/21/13
Date of Verification: 1/21/2013
Results of Verification: Due to unforseen design delays in computer hardware,

the Organization was unable to fulfill the terms of
the grant which was dependent on the installation of
the new hardware. An extension of time to expend the
funds was granted.

Grantee Name: Ottawa Food Bank
Address: 1317B Michael Street
Address: Ottawa,  K1B3M9 Canada
Grant Date: 7/15/2011
Grant Amount: $ 25000
Grant Purpose: KickStart School Breakfast Program
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 25000
Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 8/29/12 and 5/3/13
Date of Verification: 5/03/2013
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Statement 13 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part VII-B, Line 5c
Expenditure Responsibility

Results of Verification: Expenditures complied with the grant agreement, no
exceptions were noted.

Grantee Name: Berkshire Women's Aid
Address: 94 - 98 Addison Road
Address: Reading,  RG18EG United Kingdom
Grant Date: 7/15/2011
Grant Amount: $ 25000
Grant Purpose: Specialist Domestic Abuse Emergency Room Support
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 22270
Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 8/31/12
Date of Verification: 8/31/2012
Results of Verification: Expenditures complied with the grant agreement, no

exceptions were noted.

Grantee Name: Spastics Society of Karnataka
Address: No 31, 5th Main, Off 5th Cross
Address: Bangalore,  560038 India
Grant Date: 6/18/2012
Grant Amount: $ 10000
Grant Purpose: Establishment of Reading Rooms
Amt. Expended by Grantee: $ 6734
Any Diversion by Grantee: No
Dates of Reports by Grantee: 5/1/13
Date of Verification: 5/01/2013
Results of Verification: Expenditures complied with the grant agreement, no

exceptions were noted.

Statement 14
Form 990-PF, Part VIII, Line 1
List of Officers, Directors, Trustees, and Key Employees

Title and Contri- Expense
Average Hours Compen- bution to Account/

Name and Address Per Week Devoted sation EBP & DC Other

John P. Morgridge Pres/Trustee $ 0. $ 0. $ 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Michael Veysey Trustee 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Carlos Dominguez Trustee 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706
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Statement 14 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part VIII, Line 1
List of Officers, Directors, Trustees, and Key Employees

Title and Contri- Expense
Average Hours Compen- bution to Account/

Name and Address Per Week Devoted sation EBP & DC Other

Larry R. Carter Sec/Tres/Tstee $ 0. $ 0. $ 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

John Chambers Hon. Chairman 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Tae Yoo Trustee 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Peter Tavernise Exec Director 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 40.00
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Mike Quinn Trustee 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Karen McFadzen Trustee 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Patrick Finn Trustee 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Roger Biscay Asst Treasurer 0. 0. 0.
170 West Tasman Drive 0.50
San Jose, CA 95134-1706

Total $ 0. $ 0. $ 0.

Statement 15
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Line 2a-d
Application Submission Information

Name of Grant Program:
Name: Statement 20
Care Of: Statement 20
Street Address: Statement 20
City, State, Zip Code: Statement 20,
Telephone: Statement 20
Form and Content: See Statement 20 for details.
Submission Deadlines: Statement 20
Restrictions on Awards: See Statement 20 for details.
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Statement 16
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Line 3b
Recipient Approved for Future Payment

Found-
Donee ation Purpose of

Name and Address Relationship Status Grant Amount

JustGive, Inc.
312 Sutter Street, Suite
410
San Francisco, CA 94108

N/A 509(a)(1) Matching
Employee Gifts

$ 130,211.

Charities Aid Foundation
1800 Diagonal Rd, Ste 150
Alexandria, VA 22314

N/A 509(a)(1) Matching
Employee Gifts

30,092.

Asian Women's Welfare
Association
No. 9 Lorong Napiri
Singapore,  547531
Singapore

N/A Foreign AWWA EXCELerate
Services

25,000.

Bangalore Hospice Trust
Marathahalli Whitefield
Main Road
Bangalore,  560037 India

N/A Foreign Medicines and
medical staff
expenses towards
care for
terminally-ill
cancer patients
at Karunashraya

9,164.

Beijing Social Work
Devlpm't Center
No.46 Dongsiqitiao
Beijing, Dongcheng 100007
China

N/A Foreign Free Health
Check Program
for Marginal
Migrant Children

22,000.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro
Atlanta
100 Edgewood Avenue, Ste
700
Atlanta, GA 30303

N/A 509(a)1 Academic Success
for Vision 2020

53,160.

CAWST
12, 2916 5 Avenue, NE
Calgary,  T2A6K4 Canada

N/A Foreign Virtual Water
Expertise and
Training (WET)
Centre: Using
internet-based
solutions to
expand the reach
of CAWST's
services and
resources for
the scaling-up
of access to
safe drinking
water and
sanitation for
the poor in the
developing
world.

75,000.
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Statement 16 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Line 3b
Recipient Approved for Future Payment

Found-
Donee ation Purpose of

Name and Address Relationship Status Grant Amount

Children's Lovecastles
Trust
CLT India, Jakkur Village
Post
Bangalore, Kanataka 560064
India

N/A Foreign Computer-2-Caree
r

$ 9,980.

Citizen Schools
308 Congress St Museum
Wharf
Boston, MA 02210

N/A School Supporting
student success
and expanding
opportunity for
4,100 low-income
middle school
students

246,000.

Community Business Limited
68 Bonham Strand, Room 2102
Sheung Wan,   Hong Kong

N/A Foreign ENGAGE Journey
of Opportunity
Programme 2012

22,000.

Crossroads Foundation
Limited
2 Castle Peak Road
Tuen Mun,   Hong Kong

N/A Foreign Flip Camera
Project

27,000.

Ednovo
1032 Elwell Ct
Palo Alto, CA 94303

N/A 509(a)(1) Gooru: Scaling
the Impact of
Lessonopoly

75,000.

Family Services of the
North Shore
#101 - 255 West 1st Street
North Vancouver,  V7M 3G8
Canada

N/A Foreign Family Services
of the North
Shore Youth
Leadership
Advisory Board:
Educating and
Engaging Youth
around Mental
Health Issues

25,000.

Gwinnett Hospital System
Foundation
1755 N. Brown Road, Suite
100
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

N/A 509(a)(1) Diabetes
education
classes for
uninsured and
underinsured
patients

50,000.

Gwinnett Tech Foundation,
Inc.
5150 Sugarloaf Parkway
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

N/A 509(a)(1) Open the Gate-
Accelerate
Transition to
College Credit
Programs and
Completion

100,000.

Habitat para la Humanidad
Argentina
Esmeralda 3430

N/A Foreign Habitat Build
Request

5,250.
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Statement 16 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Line 3b
Recipient Approved for Future Payment

Found-
Donee ation Purpose of

Name and Address Relationship Status Grant Amount

Florida Oeste,  1604
Argentina

HandsOn Shanghai
4Fl, Block 10, 199 Weiye Rd
Shanghai,  201104 China

N/A Foreign Ivy Green
Program (Update)

$ 22,435.

Hindu Seva Pratishthana
Ajithashree, 8/28,
Basavanagudi Rd
Bangalore,  560004 India

N/A Foreign Doctor - at -
School

9,976.

Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
75 Albert Street, Suite
1101
Ottawa,  K1P5E7 Canada

N/A Foreign National Centre
for Inuit
Education

25,000.

The Jinpa Project
Minzhu Road #21
Qinghai, Yushu TAP 815000
China

N/A Foreign Teaching of
Health Education
and Environment
Protection in
Yushu Earthquake
Zone

20,260.

Keeping Kids Company
1 Kenbury Street
London,  SE18PB United
Kingdom

N/A Foreign Development and
expansion of
Kids Company's
Safeguarding
Unit

40,000.

Kiva Microfunds
875 Howard Street, Suite
#340
San Francisco, CA 94103

N/A Foreign Kiva Labs 250,000.

Mitra Jyothi
CA Site P-22, 18th cross,
31st Main
Bangalore, Sector - 1
560102 India

N/A Foreign Higher Education
for Under
Privileged Girls
with Visual
Impairment

10,000.

The National Association
for the Blind
C A Site No 4, NAB Road
Bengaluru, Jeevan bima
nagar 560075 India

N/A Foreign SISHU VIDYA -
Right to
Education

12,000.

Network of Community
Ministries, Inc.
741 S Sherman Street
Richardson, TX 75081

N/A 509(a)(1) Network's North
Dallas
Children's
Poverty
Initiative

5,892.

New Teacher Center
725 Front Street Suite 400

N/A 509(a)(1) Enhancing Data
Services to

291,000.
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Statement 16 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Line 3b
Recipient Approved for Future Payment

Found-
Donee ation Purpose of

Name and Address Relationship Status Grant Amount

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 Improve
Measurements of
Growth and
Program Impact

RECLAIM Project
127 - 129 Portland Street
Manchester,  M14PZ United
Kingdom

N/A Foreign Re:cruit $ 50,000.

Samarthanam Trust for the
Disabled
CA:39, 15th Cross, 16th
Main
Bangalore, Sector - 4
560102 India

N/A Foreign Samarthanam
Primary and High
school program
for the disabled
and
underprivileged
children of
remote areas of
Karnataka

24,960.

Second Harvest Food Bank of
Santa Clara
750 Curtner Ave
San Jose, CA 95125

N/A 509(a)(1) Expansion of
CalFresh (food
stamp)
Participation in
Santa Clara and
San Mateo
Counties

100,000.

Shelter Ministries of
Dallas
4411 Lemmon Ave.  Ste 201
Dallas, TX 75219

N/A 509(a)(1) Clinical
Counseling
Trauma Informed
Response Program

20,000.

Shraddha Trust
1/24, Hanumathappa Layout
Bangalore,  560042 India

N/A Foreign Whole School
Turnaround:
Implementing a
proven
"Whole-School
Turnaround" plan
in 1 school in
Bangalore that
caters to the
poor and
underprivileged
impacting 6,000
children of the
urban poor in
Cisco's
community area

10,000.

Teach For America, Inc.
10 Peachtree Place, 7th
Floor
Atlanta, GA 30309

N/A 509(a)(1) Expanding Teach
For America -
Metro's Impact:
Building a
Pipeline of

118,070.
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Statement 16 (continued)
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Line 3b
Recipient Approved for Future Payment

Found-
Donee ation Purpose of

Name and Address Relationship Status Grant Amount

Talented Human
Capital in
Gwinnett County

Tottenham Hotspur
Foundation
Bill Nicholson Way, 748
High Road
London,  N170AP United
Kingdom

N/A Foreign Changing the
lives of
disadvantaged
people through a
innovative,
scalabe and
sustainable
mentoring
programme

$ 60,000.

Total $ 1,974,450.











 2011 Federal Statements

Cisco Systems Foundation

 77-0443347

Statement 18
Form 990-PF, Part I, Lines 12 and 26, Column A
Reconciliation of Revenue and Expenses per Financial Statements

Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements with
Revenue Reported on Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation

Total revenue per Audited financial statements  $       (1,254,357)

Amounts included in the financial statements but not included 
on Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 12, Column A:
    Net unrealized gain on investments 1,133,886           
    Custodial fees                  78,110 
    Investment management fees 316,439              

Provision for excise tax 224,411              

Total revenue per Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 12, Column A 498,489$            

Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements with
Expenses Reported on Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation

Total expenses per Audited financial statements  $       11,954,579 

Amounts not included in the financials statements but included 
on Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 26, Column A:
    Custodial fees                  78,110 
    Investment management fees 316,439              

Provision for excise tax 224,411              

Total expenses per Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 26, Column A 12,573,540$       

Statement 19
Form 990-PF, Part I, Line 25, Column D
Reconciliation  of Grants per Books to Grants per Disbursements for
Charitable Purposes

Grants reported on Form 990-PF, Line 25, Column A 11,797,482$       

Grants payable, beginning of year 297,168              
Grants payable, end of year (1,974,450)          

Grants Reported on Form 990-PF, Line 25, Column D 10,120,200$       
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Statement 20 
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Question 2 
Information Regarding Contribution, Grant, Gift, Loan, Scholarship, etc Programs 
 
Page 1 of 18 

 

Background 

The Cisco Systems Foundation (Foundation) and Cisco Systems Inc.’s Public Investment Benefit 
(PBI) group apply the same strategic approach, guidelines and processes to Investment Areas, 
Eligibility Criteria, Grant making Guidelines, and Application procedures.  Cisco Systems Inc. 
screens proposals at no cost to the Foundation and presents possible funding opportunities to the 
Foundation, which the Foundation then considers and approves if appropriate.  The Foundation 
only provides funding that is appropriate given its status as a Section 501(c)(3) charity and as a 
private foundation, and only when the proposed project is in furtherance of its own charitable 
purposes.   

The Foundation’s grant expenditures fall into the following major programs:  Global Impact Cash 
Grants program, Community Impact Cash Grants (includes Silicon Valley Impact Grants) 
program, a Habitat for Humanity program, as well as an employee Matching Gifts program.  

The following sections provide details on guidelines and processes for each of these programs.  
Within this document, references to Cisco apply to both the Cisco Systems Foundation and Cisco 
Systems Inc. 

Cisco is committed to making social investments that lead to successful individuals and 
institutions, and vibrant communities. Cisco's  cash grants programs support non-profit and non-
government organizations working in the investment areas specified under each of these 
programs. In order to maximize the impact of investments, Cisco supports innovative 
organizations that serve the underserved, and leverage technology solutions to improve the 
efficiency, reach, and social impact of their services.  Carefully selected organizations that meet 
Cisco's grant making criteria and policies, and serve at least one of Cisco's investment areas may 
be eligible for cash grants.   

Global Impact Cash Grants 

In the spirit of Cisco's vision to "Change the Way We Work, Live, Play, and Learn", Global 
Impact Cash Grants are awarded by Cisco to US-based and non-US based non-profit 
organizations around the globe, with national or multinational operations. Eligible organizations 
must align with our grant-making criteria and policies. 

Cisco's overall approach is to partner with non-profit organizations to identify, incubate, and 
develop innovative solutions that solve challenging socioeconomic conditions in at least one of 
the investment areas: critical human needs, access to education, and economic empowerment. In 
order to maximize the impact of investments, Cisco supports programs that fit within its 
investment areas, serve the underserved, and leverage technology solutions to improve the reach, 
efficiency, and impact of services. Programs must also have high potential for replication and 
scale in multiple environments, and a clear path for long-term sustainability. 

Global Impact Cash Grants - Investment Areas 

Cisco Global Impact Cash grants focus on underserved populations worldwide, working in the 
three investment areas elaborated upon below. 
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Critical Human Needs 
Cisco seeks to help overcome the cycle of poverty and dependence through strategic investments 
that enhance the capacity of organizations that successfully address basic needs of underserved 
communities. The rationale behind this strategy and approach is that families who have good 
health and a place to call home are better equipped to learn. Cisco's investments support programs 
with innovative solutions which increase capacity, allowing the grantee organization to deliver its 
products and/or services more effectively and efficiently. Cisco also supports the design and 
implementation of web-based tools which increase the availability of, or improve access to, 
products and/or services that are necessary for people to survive and thrive. 
 
Within Cisco's framework, the critical human needs investment area includes clean water, food, 
and shelter. Cisco investments support programs that provide these and other essential 
prerequisites to self-sufficiency. Cisco also has funded programs such as Habitat for Humanity, to 
provide housing to families in need. Likewise, Cisco's partnership with Community Voice Mail 
(CVM), provides thousands of vulnerable individuals with free voicemail and access to critical 
and timely information and resources, thus linking them to jobs, housing, and financial stability. 
 
When appropriate, Cisco makes cash grants in response to acute needs, such as disasters and 
humanitarian crises. I n the past, Cisco has provided support through organizations such as the 
American Red Cross, Save the Children, CARE, and NetHope, to provide relief to people 
affected by the cyclone in Myanmar, earthquakes in Japan, China, Haiti and Chile, Asian 
Tsunami, Hurricane Katrina in the U.S., Bangladesh cyclone, California wildfires, Horn of Africa 
famine, and other disasters. 
 
Access to Education 
Cisco's strategy is to support the creation and deployment of technology-based solutions which 
enable school-age children (kindergarten through eighth grade) to master a baseline of 
educational knowledge in mathematics, literacy, science, engineering, and technology. The 
rationale behind this approach is that children that have mastered core curriculum in primary 
school have the foundation to succeed in secondary school and beyond. In line with Cisco's 
overall grant-making philosophy, Cisco focuses particularly on underserved populations. 
 
Cisco investments support innovative solutions which increase capacity, allowing grantee 
organizations to deliver, administer, and track education development more effectively and 
efficiently. To this end, Cisco funds the design and development of tools which increase the 
availability of, or improve access to, products and/or services for curriculum development, 
student centricity, teacher development, and parental participation - Cisco does not provide direct 
funding to schools. Cisco has funded organizations such as Teachers Without Borders, to develop 
a web-based portal providing an open-source, modular, scalable toolset for teachers. Likewise, 
Cisco supported the MIND Research Institute to develop a fully web-deliverable platform to 
enable scale-up of their education programming, which aims to improve the math proficiency 
rates and problem-solving skills of K- students. 
 
Economic Empowerment 
Cisco's strategy is to encourage employment success, entrepreneurship, and innovation by 
providing access to skills, knowledge, and financial products and services via technology-based 
solutions. Target beneficiaries are underserved populations transitioning from education to 
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workforce, or re-entry to workforce. Cisco's investments in technology solutions facilitate 
widespread and equitable access to resources that people in poverty need to achieve sustained 
economic self-sufficiency, and participate in socio-economic development in their communities. 
 
Access to financial products and services investments focus on addressing the technology and 
human capital constraints to increase the reach, efficiency, sustainability and social impact of 
microfinance institutions (MFIs). Cisco has partnered with organizations such as the Grameen 
Foundation, to develop the Mifos Initiative, a web-based open-source management information 
system for MFIs. Additional partners include Kiva, Acumen Fund, and ACCION International, 
among others. 
 
Human capital development investments focus on providing access to knowledge and (technical 
and leadership) skills upgrading for individuals and entrepreneurs, so people are equipped for the 
workforce and can make informed decisions for themselves and their families. Cisco has 
partnered with organizations such as One Global Economy, in support of their Beehive and 
Digital Connectors programs. Cisco has also supported BluWorld and ImagineNations capacity 
building portals, and Inveneo's Certified ICT program. 
 
Global Impact Cash Grants - Grantmaking Criteria 
 
When Cisco evaluates grant proposals, our goal is to partner with nonprofit organizations that 
maximize the impact of the assets we have to offer, thereby nurturing the development of 
successful, self-sustaining individuals and vibrant communities around the globe. To that end, we 
give highest priority for consideration and funding to proposals that can clearly articulate the 
planned impact of their efforts, as well as the metrics by which that impact would be measured. 
 
Provided below are the criteria we use to evaluate a grant proposal. We believe these values are 
the key to maximizing our positive impact on the community. 
 
Addresses a Significant Social Problem with Unmet Need 
The program addresses a problem that affects a large number of lives within the target area, and 
which has severe effects on the lives of individuals and communities within the target area. The 
significant unmet need exists due to a gap between current and required funding, and/or the need 
for innovative approaches. 
 
Serves the Underserved 
The target audience is greater than 65% economically underserved, relative to the average 
standards of the target geography. 
 
Utilizes and Leverages the Internet 
The program uses the internet and/or internet-based communications technology to improve the 
efficiency and reach of program services. 
 
Employs an Innovative Approach with Potential for Broad Impact 
The program provides an innovative solution that creates an opportunity for significant impact 
beyond the direct benefits of specific Cisco-funded activities. For example: 
 

 Market effects due to major shift in economics, productivity, and effectiveness.  
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 Ability to catalyze behavior of other key agents or partners in ecosystem to achieve an 
order of magnitude more together than apart.  

 
Has Appropriate Attributes to be Replicable 
The design of the program allows for it to be easily and cost effectively reproduced/duplicated for 
use in local environments around the globe. 
 
Has Appropriate Attributes to be Scalable 
The design of the program allows it to expand to meet the needs of the target population without a 
nearly equivalent investment of resources for each individual or group. 
 
Has Appropriate Attributes to be Sustainable 
The long-term plan for the program includes mechanisms by which it can flourish significantly 
beyond the resources which will be provided by Cisco. 
 
Incorporates Metrics to Measure Program Impact 
The program defines and utilizes SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, Timely) 
metrics in order to help Cisco and the grantee measure progress towards success. 
 

 Specific: Specific Metrics are clear and well-defined. This helps both the grantee and the 
grantor, as the grantee knows what is expected of them and the grantor is able to monitor 
and assess actual performance against the specific Metrics.  

 Measurable: Progress toward Metrics often needs to be to be monitored while work is 
underway. It is important to know when that work has been done as the Metrics are 
completed. A measurable metric achieves this end.  

 Achievable: Achievable Metrics ensure that everything is in place and that if the grantee 
does not reach the goals they cannot reasonably point the finger elsewhere.  

 Realistic: Metrics should be realistic. A metric will often fail for a number of reasons 
including a lack of skill, not having enough resources (computers, tools, etc.), not having 
access to key people and not having management support.  

 Timely: Descriptions of Metrics should include timescales of what is required by when. 
This may also include details of delivery, stating (if relevant) where Metrics are to be 
completed. Giving a time scale adds appropriate sense of urgency and ensures that the 
Metrics do not dribble out over an unreasonably long timescale.  

 
Possesses Outstanding Leadership 
The organization has an outstanding leader and/or management team with qualities such as 
vision, execution ability, passion, ethical approach, expertise, external relationships, and credible 
track record in the relevant area. 
 
Aligns with Cisco Goals and Values 

 Program meets basic criteria, guidelines, requirements of Cisco grant programs  
 Program fits into at least one investment area: Critical Human Needs, Access to 

Education, Economic Empowerment  
 Program leverages the internet  
 Program serves the underserved  
 Program has the potential to leverage the breadth of Cisco resources and assets (i.e., 

products, Cisco employees, partner ecosystems, etc.) for maximum value added  
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Overall, Cisco will not consider incomplete proposals or programs that do not meet our grant-
making criteria. 
 
Global Impact Cash Grants – Eligibility Requirements 
 
Following are the basic eligibility requirements and policies for Cisco Global Impact Cash 
Grants: 
 
Organization Classification 

1. U.S. organizations must provide evidence that the IRS has recognized them as tax exempt 
under the Internal Revenue Code Section 501 (c)(3), AND has classified them as a public 
charity.  

2. Organizations from outside the U.S. must (a) provide information and documents to 
determine whether the organization is the equivalent of a U.S. public charity, or (b) agree 
to sign and comply with an expenditure responsibility contract. Cisco will determine 
whether (a) or (b) is appropriate for a particular organization.  

 
First-Time Global Impact Cash Grant Applicants 
Note that for first-time global grant applicants, the maximum request amount Cisco will consider 
is US $75,000. 
 
Overhead Percentage 
As a rule, Cisco does not fund organizations or programs whose overhead expenses exceed 25%. 
Organizations or programs whose overhead costs exceed our stated limit are occasionally exempt 
from this requirement; however, they must be exceptionally aligned with Cisco's values and 
criteria, and they must clearly explain and justify their overhead costs. Exemptions to the 
requirement on overhead expenses are determined on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Ineligible Programs and/or Activities 

 Miscellaneous exclusions: general operating expenses, other than directly associated with 
the program itself; individuals; research programs; membership-based activities; 
programs that promote or serve one culture, race, religion, population group, or political 
viewpoint - rather than the community at large; religious, political, or sectarian 
organizations (some exceptions apply. See our "Policy on Religious Proselytizing" 
below).  

 Hospitals: Private or public hospitals; hospital foundations; medical centers, research 
centers, etc. (Programs based in a hospital may be eligible; however, grant funds must go 
exclusively to direct service in the community, not to general hospital operating 
expenses.)  

 Schools and scholarships: Private, public, or charter schools; school foundations, booster 
clubs, and/or fundraising organizations affiliated with a particular school; 
colleges/universities; scholarships, stipends or loans within a program; and/or school-
related activities such as field trips, research programs, etc.  

 
 Events: athletic events, competitions, tournaments; conferences, seminars, workshops; 

festivals, field trips, or other recreational events; fundraising events or sponsorships 
(benefit dinners, walks/runs, concerts, sports teams, etc.)  
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 Philanthropic: capital building funds, challenge grants, grant-making organizations (all 
other foundations including private foundations, family foundations, school foundations, 
etc.)  

 
Policy on the Funding of Equipment 
In general, Cisco does not fund the purchase of computer hardware or software, but may consider 
doing so only in cases where: 1) such resources are leveraged in a strategically innovative 
manner, thereby extending their impact well beyond everyday/staff use; AND 2) such resources 
are not available through other, more cost-effective means such as in-kind donation. Applicants 
must demonstrate that they have thoroughly explored such avenues without success. 
 
Policy on Non-Discrimination 
Cisco Systems and the Cisco Foundation do not promote or discriminate against any person, 
population group, or organization with regard to categories protected by applicable United States 
law, as well as other categories identified by Cisco in alignment with our own Human Resources 
policies. These include, but are not limited to race, color, religion, sex, gender expression, 
physical appearance, language, education background, national origin, age, disability, and veteran 
status. 
 
Cisco Systems and the Cisco Foundation seek to support public benefit organizations that are 
substantially in alignment with our non-discrimination policy. Organizations that are found to 
discriminate in their provision of services and/or their hiring practices based on any of these or 
other criteria may be deemed ineligible for funding support and/or required to return any grant 
awards, and may be rendered ineligible for future support. 
 
Policy on Religious Proselytizing 
Cisco is committed to providing an open, diverse, and nondenominational working environment. 
Cisco will not support any program which requires exposure, adherence to, or conversion to any 
religious doctrine in order to be a beneficiary of the program. To clarify, a direct service program 
run by a faith-based organization may be eligible, provided that the program's beneficiaries are 
not encouraged or required to learn about, adhere to, or convert to that organization's religious 
doctrine as a condition of receiving service from the program. 
 
Policy on Non-Support of Violence and Terrorism 
It is Cisco's mission to fund nonpartisan service organizations that adhere rigorously to 
fundamental human rights principles. Cisco does not knowingly support grantee organizations 
that endorse, support, or promote violence, terrorist activity, or related training, whether through 
their own activities or indirectly through their support of, support by, or cooperation with, other 
persons and organizations engaged in such activities. Cisco requires our grantees to confirm that 
they do not engage in or support such activities, and we vet potential grantees with care. If a 
grantee appears to be in violation of this policy, Cisco will suspend funding immediately and 
require the grantee to freeze grant funds until Cisco has investigated the matter. If the 
investigation discloses violations of this policy, Cisco will require the grantee to return all grant 
funds; Cisco will classify the grantee as ineligible for future funding; and Cisco will take such 
other steps as the law may require. 
 
Policy on Advocacy, Lobbying, and Other Political Activity 
Cisco's policy with respect to providing grant support to organizations that engage in advocacy 
and/or lobbying is subject to our diversity policy. This policy states that Cisco does not promote 
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or discriminate against any person, population group, or organization with regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, gender expression, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or other categories 
protected by applicable United States law. In accordance with this policy, Cisco will not provide 
grant support to any organization that advocates or lobbies against any such protected category. 
 
Furthermore, in order to avoid actual or apparent preferences for any protected or non-protected 
category over another, Cisco may reject grant support to any organization that lobbies or 
advocates for or against any single person, population group, organization, or cause/issue (e.g., 
political position, policy, law/legislation, etc.). 
 
In addition, grantees that are classified as charitable organizations under the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Code must certify to Cisco that they comply with applicable law regarding limits on 
their lobbying activity and that they do not engage in prohibited electioneering activity. Finally, 
Cisco does not permit its grant funds to be applied to any individual program of a grantee that 
involves any type of lobbying or other political activity. 
 
Note: "Lobbying" is defined in Section 4945(e) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code to mean 
attempts to influence legislation through grassroots lobbying of the public or direct lobbying of 
government officials. Certain exceptions exist (e.g., for nonpartisan analysis or invited 
testimony). "Legislation" includes all matters that may be voted upon by the U.S. Senate or 
House of Representations, a state legislature, a local city or county council, an Indian tribal body, 
or a legislative body in a foreign nation, including votes taken by a committee of such body. Such 
matters may include votes to approve executive or judicial appointments of public officials as 
well as new laws or repeal of existing laws. "Legislation" also includes laws voted upon by the 
people in an initiative, referendum or other vote taken within a national, state, or local area. 
 
"Political" refers to any payment made or action taken, directly or indirectly, to influence the 
outcome of any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for elective 
public office, including oral or written statements. Such activity is prohibited for tax-exempt 
organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. 
 
Policy on Board Review and Approval 
Cisco requires applicants to certify that the chairperson or at least one officer of the organization's 
Board of Directors has reviewed the grant proposal and that the organization's board is aware of 
the application and supports its submission. Cisco also requires applicants to certify the accuracy 
of the proposal and to confirm that the organization complies with the policies stated on this web 
site. 
 
Policy on Reviews of Accuracy/Compliance 
All applicants are subject to reviews of their representations in their grant applications, their 
compliance with the policies stated above, and, if applicable, their adherence to the terms of the 
grant contract. If such a review reveals significant inaccuracies or violations of the policies stated 
above, or if an organization does not cooperate with the review, the organization may be required 
to return any granted assets and forfeit future funding eligibility. 
 
Written Grant Contract 
Grantee organizations are required to sign a written grant contract before payments can be made. 
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Reporting and Performance Tracking 
As noted in the Grant-Making Criteria section of our program overview, Cisco looks for grant 
proposals in which concrete measures of success can be used to assess performance. 
Organizations that receive funding will be required to register with an online system that will 
enable them to customize performance metrics for their project and measure their progress over 
the life of the grant award. Meaningful participation in this process is a requirement for continued 
funding eligibility. 
 
Miscellaneous Policies 
Please be sure you have reviewed the most recent criteria available on this website, and that you 
are using our online application form. We regret that we cannot accept legacy paper forms. 
Application guidelines and requirements are subject to change without notice, and become 
effective immediately upon posting to this web site. The interpretation and application of these 
policies is wholly within the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. Furthermore, all 
grants are made at the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. Qualification under the 
policies listed above does not entitle an organization to receive a grant. Cisco reserves the right to 
decline to make any grant requested. 
 
Global Impact Cash Grants - Application Process 
We now accept unsolicited applications to the Global Impact Cash Grant program. Our new 
application process is open year-round; therefore, your organization may begin the application 
process at any time. Please note that all grant applications must be submitted using our online 
grant application tool. We do not accept applications submitted via postal mail or email 
attachment. 
 
The following sections provide an overview of each of the steps within our new grant application 
and evaluation process. 
 
Step 1: Review Cisco Investment Areas, Grant-making Criteria, and Policies for Global 
Impact Cash Grant Program 
Before beginning the application process, please review relevant sections of this site to 
familiarize yourself with our investment areas, grant making criteria, and eligibility guidelines 
and policies, to determine if your organization and program align with our objectives and criteria. 
 
Step 2: Eligibility Quiz 
The Eligibility Quiz is the second step in Cisco's Global Impact Cash Grant application process. 
Any organization interested in submitting an application for consideration may complete this 
online Quiz. This Quiz must be completed by the potential applicant organization, regardless of 
its geographic base of operations or location of organization headquarters. The intention of this 
Quiz is to help you evaluate whether your organization has a program a) that meets our grant-
making criteria and eligibility requirements, and b) that Cisco might consider for potential cash 
grant support. Completion of the eleven-question quiz will help you determine whether your 
organization and program are aligned with Cisco's mission, strategic approach, and objectives for 
grant support. Take the Eligibility Quiz now. 
 
Step 3: Initial Information Form 
The Initial Information Form is the third step in our grant application process. Organizations that 
successfully complete Cisco's Eligibility Quiz will be prompted to register their organization and 
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complete the online Initial Information Form. The intention of this Form is to further evaluate 
whether your organization has a program Cisco might consider for cash grant support. Note that 
for first-time applicants, the maximum request amount we will consider is US$75,000. 
 
A Cisco grant administrator will review the Initial Information Form submitted by your 
organization. He/she will respond to you within one business quarter to confirm whether or not 
your organization will be invited to submit a formal proposal application online. Please note that 
submission of an Initial Information Form does not guarantee that your organization will be 
invited to submit a formal proposal application. Initial Information Forms are reviewed wholly 
within the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. 
 
Step 4: Full Proposal 
If, upon review of your organization's Initial Information Form, the Cisco grant administrator 
determines that your organization's program is aligned with Cisco's mission, strategic approach, 
and objectives for grant support, you will receive an invitation to submit a formal proposal 
application online, along with an invitation code for the relevant proposal type. Once your full 
proposal is submitted, your application will begin the formal review process. If further 
information is needed, you will be contacted by a grant administrator. You can expect to hear 
from a grant administrator on whether your grant proposal has been approved or rejected, within 
one business quarter. 
 
Please note that receiving a request from Cisco to submit a formal proposal application does not 
constitute a guarantee of proposal application approval. Furthermore, Cisco is not responsible for 
any proposal related expenses incurred by your organization, at any step in the grant application 
process. Grant application policies and requirements are subject to change without notice, and 
become effective immediately upon posting to this website. The interpretation of these policies is 
wholly within the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. Furthermore, all grants are made 
at the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. Qualification under the policies listed on this 
website does not entitle an organization to receive a grant. We reserve the right to decline to make 
any grant requested. 
 
Community Impact Cash Grants 
 
In communities where Cisco has a major employee and operational presence, there is 
interdependency between Cisco and key local community stakeholders in the education, non-
profit, government and business sectors. Each has its own important and unique role in helping 
ensure a quality of life for all citizens. 
 
Since every site community is different, Cisco must ensure it has the flexibility to meet unique 
community and organizational needs where they are the greatest. Community Impact Cash Grants 
provide a framework for leveraging Cisco's contributions and volunteer resources to effectively 
and efficiently meet local community needs thus helping to build a strong and economically 
thriving community for all. 
 
Community Impact Cash Grants are available to qualifying organizations within a 50 mile radius 
of Cisco major site communities including Boxborough - Massachusetts, Lawrenceville - 
Georgia, Research Triangle Park - North Carolina, Richardson - Texas, San Jose - California and 
Cisco locations that have an active Civic Council and significant employee presence. The 
physical headquarters of the organization need not be within this radius, as long as an affiliate 



2011                                           Cisco Systems                                                  77-0443347                
                                                      Foundation                                                                                                    

Statement 20 
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Question 2 
Information Regarding Contribution, Grant, Gift, Loan, Scholarship, etc Programs 
 
Page 10 of 18 

office operates and/or administers programs within the specified area. Locate a Civic Council. 
 
Community Impact Cash Grants support the unmet needs of underserved communities in the 
areas of Education and Critical Human Needs. Organizations must also qualify against a set of 
guidelines and requirements as outlined on the following web pages. 
 
Ultimately, the Community Impact Cash Grant process is designed to meet the unique needs of 
the local community while aligning and extending the impact of Cisco's broader philanthropic 
goals. Community Impact Cash Grants are awarded through a competitive application process 
coordinated by Community Relations and Civic Councils. Together, Community Relations and 
Civic Councils interface with local organizations to help determine eligibility and investment 
effectiveness on behalf of Cisco Foundation. 
 
Community Impact Cash Grants - Investment Areas 
 
Community Impact Cash Grants support the unmet needs of underserved communities in the 
areas of Education and Critical Human Needs. 
 
Education 
Cisco believes that a strong and quality education system is fundamental to the economic success 
and quality of life in knowledge-based communities, and it is the economic future of every 
nation. Thus, Cisco builds capacity in organizations improving education in its local 
communities. Within the broad spectrum of issues affecting education, Cisco and its employees 
are particularly well-suited to invest in organizations, programs and strategic initiatives that 
improve literacy and science, and increase graduates in the fields of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. 
 
Fundamentally, Cisco invests in organizations that help ensure all students have an equal 
opportunity to learn and succeed in the 21st century beginning with preparation in pre-K 
programs through post secondary school. 
 
Critical Human Needs 
Cisco supports building capacity in organizations, projects and initiatives that assist in meeting 
our neighbors' basic human needs for food, shelter, disaster response, water, access to basic 
healthcare and breaking the cycle of poverty. 
 
Giving back to the neediest among us is a core value of Cisco culture with roots in the earliest 
days of the company. Cisco employees indicate a strong motivation to work to meet the daily 
needs of our neighbors, and it makes them particularly proud to work for Cisco. Additionally, 
Cisco's work in this area is a fundamental part of building the type of communities where all want 
to live, work and raise families, as well as a thriving economic environment where technology 
and innovation are valued. 
 
Community Impact Cash Grants - Grantmaking Criteria 
 
When Cisco evaluates grant proposals, the goal is to partner with organizations that maximize the 
impact of the assets offered, thereby nurturing the development of healthy, self-sustaining, civic-
minded communities around the globe. To that end, the highest priority and funding consideration 
is given to proposals that can clearly articulate the planned impact of their efforts, as well as the 



2011                                           Cisco Systems                                                  77-0443347                
                                                      Foundation                                                                                                    

Statement 20 
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Question 2 
Information Regarding Contribution, Grant, Gift, Loan, Scholarship, etc Programs 
 
Page 11 of 18 

metrics by which that impact will be measured. 
 
Listed below are the criteria used to evaluate a grant proposal. These values are key to 
maximizing positive impact in the community. 
 
Addresses a Significant Social Problem with Unmet Need 
The organization addresses a problem that affects a large number of lives within the target area, 
and which has detrimental effects on the lives of individuals within that community. The 
significant unmet need requires urgent action. 
 
Serves the Underserved 
The target audience of the program includes economically underserved populations relative to the 
average standards of the target geography. A minimum of 50 percent of the constituency served 
by the organization must be economically underserved. The higher the percentage of underserved, 
the higher the likelihood of receiving funding. 
 
Utilizes and Leverages the Internet 
Community Impact Cash Grants do not necessarily require the program to be funded to include 
greater use of the Internet; however priority is given to organizations that incorporate technology 
in the delivery and reach of services. 
 
Incorporates Metrics to Measure Program Impact 
The program defines and utilizes SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, Timely) 
metrics in order to help Cisco and the grantee measure progress towards success. 

 Specific: Specific metrics are clear and well-defined. This helps both the grantee and the 
grantor, as the grantee knows what is expected of them and the grantor is able to monitor 
and assess actual performance against the specific metrics. 

 Measurable: Progress toward metrics often needs to be to be monitored while work is 
underway. It is important to know when that work has been done as the metrics are 
completed. A measurable metric achieves this end. 

 Achievable: Achievable metrics ensure that everything is in place and if the grantee does 
not reach the goals, they cannot reasonably point the finger elsewhere. 

 Realistic: Metrics should be realistic. A metric will often fail for a number of reasons 
including lack of skill and/or resources (computers, tools, etc.), not having access to key 
people and not having management support. 

 Timely: Descriptions of metrics should include a time frame of what is required by when. 
This may also include details of delivery, stating (if relevant) where metrics are to be 
completed. Providing a time frame adds an appropriate sense of urgency and ensures the 
metrics do not dribble out over an unreasonably long time frame. 

 
 
Possesses Outstanding Leadership 
The organization has an outstanding leader and/or management team with qualities such as 
vision, execution ability, passion, ethical approach, expertise, external relationships, and credible 
track record in the relevant area. 
 
Aligns with Cisco Goals and Values 
The organization meets the basic criteria, guidelines and requirements as defined for Cisco's 
Community Impact Cash Grant program. 
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Community Impact Cash Grants – Eligibility Requirements 

The following are the Eligibility and Policy requirements for Community Impact Cash Grants. 
 
Organizational Requirements 

 Organizations must be recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) as tax-exempt 
under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) and classified by the IRS as a public 
charity.  

 Organizations from outside the United States (U.S.) must (a) provide information and 
documents to determine whether the organization is the equivalent of a U.S. public 
charity, or (b) agree to sign and comply with an expenditure responsibility contract. Cisco 
will determine whether (a) or (b) is appropriate for a particular organization.  

 Organizations to be funded must serve an audience greater than 50 percent economically 
underserved relative to the average standards of the target geography.  

 Organizations and programs that fit the core parameters outlined in the Community 
Impact Cash Grants Investment Areas are eligible to apply.  

 Community Impact Cash Grants are available to qualifying organizations within a 50 
mile radius of Cisco major site communities including Boxborough - Massachusetts, 
Lawrenceville - Georgia, Research Triangle Park - North Carolina, Richardson - Texas, 
San Jose - California and Cisco locations that have an active Civic Council and 
significant employee presence. The physical headquarters of the organization need not be 
within this radius, as long as an affiliate office operates and/or administers programs 
within the specified area. Locate a Civic Council.  

 An organization's overhead is not to exceed 25 percent. 
 
Ineligibilities 
Cisco will not consider incomplete proposals or programs/projects that fall outside Cisco's 
Community Impact Cash Grants Investment Areas including the Eligibility and Policy 
requirements listed on this webpage. In addition, proposals in the following areas are not eligible 
for a Community Impact Cash Grant.  

 Multi-year grant support requests  
 Grants to public/private schools, charter schools, school districts, school foundations or 

parent/booster clubs  
 Grants in support of events such athletic events, competitions or tournaments, 

conferences/seminars, festivals, field trips, and fundraisers including sponsorship of 
benefit dinners, walks/runs, golf tournaments, sports teams, etc.  

 Capital building funds, challenge grants and matching grants  
 Individuals seeking personal grant awards  
 Religious, political, or sectarian organizations (Exceptions may apply. See our Policy on 

Religious Proselytizing.)  
 Research projects/programs  
 

Policy on the Funding of Equipment 
In general, Cisco does not fund the purchase of computer hardware or software, but may consider 
doing so only in cases where: 1) such resources are leveraged in a strategically innovative 
manner, thereby extending their impact well beyond everyday/staff use; AND 2) such resources 
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are not available through other, more cost-effective means such as in-kind donation. Applicants 
must demonstrate that they have thoroughly explored such avenues without success. 
 
Policy on Non-Discrimination 
Cisco Systems and the Cisco Foundation do not promote or discriminate against any person, 
population group, or organization with regard to categories protected by applicable United States 
law, as well as other categories identified by Cisco in alignment with our own Human Resources 
policies. These include, but are not limited to race, color, religion, sex, gender expression, 
physical appearance, language, education background, national origin, age, disability, and veteran 
status. 
 
Cisco Systems and the Cisco Foundation seek to support public benefit organizations that are 
substantially in alignment with our non-discrimination policy. Organizations that are found to 
discriminate in their provision of services and/or their hiring practices based on any of these or 
other criteria may be deemed ineligible for funding support and/or required to return any grant 
awards, and may be rendered ineligible for future support. 
 
Policy on Religious Proselytizing 
Cisco is committed to providing an open, diverse, and nondenominational working environment. 
Cisco will not support any program which requires exposure, adherence to, or conversion to any 
religious doctrine in order to be a beneficiary of the program. To clarify, a direct service program 
run by a faith-based organization may be eligible, provided that the program's beneficiaries are 
not encouraged or required to learn about, adhere to, or convert to that organization's religious 
doctrine as a condition of receiving service from the program. 
 
Policy on Non-Support of Violence and Terrorism 
It is Cisco's mission to fund nonpartisan service organizations that adhere rigorously to 
fundamental human rights principles. Cisco does not knowingly support grantee organizations 
that endorse, support, or promote violence, terrorist activity, or related training, whether through 
their own activities or indirectly through their support of, support by, or cooperation with, other 
persons and organizations engaged in such activities. Cisco requires grantees to confirm that they 
do not engage in or support such activities, and Cisco vets potential grantees with care. If a 
grantee appears to be in violation of this policy, Cisco will suspend funding immediately and 
require the grantee to freeze grant funds until Cisco has investigated the matter. If the 
investigation discloses violations of this policy, Cisco will require the grantee to return all grant 
funds; Cisco will classify the grantee as ineligible for future funding; and Cisco will take such 
other steps as the law may require. 
 
Policy on Advocacy, Lobbying, and Other Political Activity 
Cisco's policy with respect to providing grant support to organizations that engage in advocacy 
and/or lobbying is subject to our diversity policy. This policy states that Cisco does not promote 
or discriminate against any person, population group, or organization with regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, gender expression, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or other categories 
protected by applicable United States law. In accordance with this policy, Cisco will not provide 
grant support to any organization that advocates or lobbies against any such protected category. 
 
Furthermore, in order to avoid actual or apparent preferences for any protected or non-protected 
category over another, Cisco may reject grant support to any organization that lobbies or 
advocates for or against any single person, population group, organization, or cause/issue (e.g., 



2011                                           Cisco Systems                                                  77-0443347                
                                                      Foundation                                                                                                    

Statement 20 
Form 990-PF, Part XV, Question 2 
Information Regarding Contribution, Grant, Gift, Loan, Scholarship, etc Programs 
 
Page 14 of 18 

political position, policy, law/legislation, etc.).  
 
In addition, grantees that are classified as charitable organizations under the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Code must certify to Cisco that they comply with applicable law regarding limits on 
their lobbying activity and that they do not engage in prohibited electioneering activity. Finally, 
Cisco does not permit its grant funds to be applied to any individual program of a grantee that 
involves any type of lobbying or other political activity. 
 
Note: "Lobbying" is defined in Section 4945(e) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code to mean 
attempts to influence legislation through grassroots lobbying of the public or direct lobbying of 
government officials. Certain exceptions exist (e.g., for nonpartisan analysis or invited 
testimony). "Legislation" includes all matters that may be voted upon by the U.S. Senate or 
House of Representations, a state legislature, a local city or county council, an Indian tribal body, 
or a legislative body in a foreign nation, including votes taken by a committee of such body. Such 
matters may include votes to approve executive or judicial appointments of public officials as 
well as new laws or repeal of existing laws. "Legislation" also includes laws voted upon by the 
people in an initiative, referendum or other vote taken within a national, state, or local area. 
 
"Political" refers to any payment made or action taken, directly or indirectly, to influence the 
outcome of any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for elective 
public office, including oral or written statements. Such activity is prohibited for tax-exempt 
organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. 
 
Miscellaneous Policies 
Cisco cannot accept legacy paper forms. Application guidelines and requirements are subject to 
change without notice, and become effective immediately upon posting to this web site. The 
interpretation and application of these policies is wholly within the discretion of Cisco and the 
Cisco Foundation. Furthermore, all grants are made at the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco 
Foundation. Qualification under the policies listed above does not entitle an organization to 
receive a grant. Cisco reserves the right to decline any grant requested. 

Community Impact Cash Grants – Application Process  

Cisco accepts Community Impact Cash Grant proposals from qualifying organizations on an 
annual basis. Organizations whose mission and programs align with the Community Impact Cash 
Grant Investment Areas may be invited to apply for a grant. These strategic grants are awarded to 
organizations that have visionary leadership, demonstrated success in responding to community 
need and are innovative and responsive in their approach. Ideal candidates are able to layer Cisco 
resources including employees and technology to maximize impact in the local community. 
 
In the spirit of the Silicon Valley Impact Grants program which has been integrated into the 
Community Impact Cash Grants program, Cisco will continue to accept grant proposals through 
an alternative Open Application Process for Silicon Valley that is available for an identified 
period annually. During this time, organizations may submit a grant proposal to Cisco for 
consideration based on targeted Community Impact Cash Grants - Investment Areas. Please see 
the table below for details on the Open Application Process for Silicon Valley. 
 
The following general steps apply to both the strategic invitation process, and the open 
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application process for Silicon Valley. Cisco will provide application instructions to select 
organizations participating in the strategic invitation process. 
 
Step 1: Review the Investment Areas, Grantmaking Criteria, and Eligibility and Policies 
Organizations must review the Investment Areas, Grantmaking Criteria, and Eligibility and 
Policies requirements to determine if the organization and program align with the Community 
Impact Cash Grants program. 
 
Step 2: Eligibility Quiz and Get in Touch 
Any organization interested in submitting an application for consideration may complete the 
online Eligibility Quiz. The quiz helps to assess if an organization meets the basic criteria, 
guidelines and requirements as defined for the Community Impact Cash Grant program. Please 
note, completing and passing the Eligibility Quiz does not automatically qualify an organization 
to submit an Initial Information Form or full grant proposal application. Take the Eligibility Quiz 
now. If your organization aligns with the Community Impact Cash Grant Investment Areas and 
you have successfully completed the Eligibility Quiz, you will be directed to contact Cisco to 
make yourself known. 
 
Step 3: Initial Information Form 
Your contact information will be forwarded to the appropriate regional representative for review 
and consideration. If there is an opportunity for a strategic partnership, your organization may be 
contacted to submit a preliminary request for funding via our Initial Information Form (IIF). The 
purpose of the IIF is to evaluate whether your organization and/or program should be considered 
for funding. 
 
During the open application process for Silicon Valley, organizations who successfully complete 
the Eligibility Quiz will not need to submit an IIF and will be directed to the Online Proposal 
Application. 
 
Submission of the IIF does not guarantee that an organization will be invited to submit a formal 
proposal via an online application. IIFs are reviewed wholly within the discretion of Cisco and 
the Cisco Foundation. 
 
Step 4: Online Proposal Application 
Upon review of the organization's IIF, Cisco determines if the organization and its program is 
aligned with Cisco's mission, strategic approach, and objectives for grant support. If the IIF is 
approved, the organization will receive an invitation to submit an online proposal application, 
along with an invitation code for the relevant proposal type. Once the full proposal is submitted, 
the application will begin the formal review process. If further information is needed, the 
organization will be contacted by Cisco. An organization can expect to hear from Cisco whether a 
grant proposal has been approved or rejected within three to four months from submission. 
 
An organization receiving a request from Cisco to submit an online proposal application does not 
constitute a guarantee of funding. Furthermore, Cisco is not responsible for any related expenses 
incurred by the organization, at any step in the grant process. Grant policies and requirements are 
subject to change without notice, and become effective immediately upon posting to this site. The 
interpretation of these policies is wholly within the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. 
Furthermore, all grants are made at the discretion of Cisco and the Cisco Foundation. 
Qualification under the policies listed on this site does not entitle an organization to receive a 
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grant. Cisco reserves the right to decline any grant requested. 
  
Open Application Process for Silicon Valley 
Grant Amount $15,000 USD 
Application Period January – February 
Timeframe for Funding Mid-June, Annually 
Targeted Investment Areas Subset of Community Impact Cash Grants – Investment 

Areas 

1. Education: K-8 Programs (impact student 
achievement and performance) 

2. Critical Human Needs: Health Programs 
(Improve quality of healthcare services for 
children and adults) 

Grantmaking Criteria, Eligibility 
and Policies 

Same as Community Impact Cash Grants. 
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Cisco’s Habitat for Humanity Grant Program 
 

Overview 

Cisco Systems Inc. employees have been participating with Habitat for Humanity since 
the 1990’s.  The Cisco Foundation (Foundation) supports Habitat for Humanity affiliates 
around the globe by providing Build grants in addition to matching Cisco employee 
contributions of both time and money.   

The Foundation covers Build Grants, which are offered based on demonstrated 
employee participation. Cisco volunteers must donate at least 15% domestically and 
10% internationally of the total volunteer hours needed to build a Habitat house in order 
for it to qualify for a Habitat Build Grant. The Habitat affiliate then applies to the Cisco 
Foundation for a Build Grant to help pay for a portion of the house. 

 
Basic Requirements 
 

 The grant program has some basic requirements.  A group of employees must 
be willing to commit to building a significant portion of any one house in order to 
recommend the HFH affiliate for the grant program.  

 Domestically, employees must be willing to commit to building 15% of the total 
build hours required to complete the house.  So if the HFH affiliate estimates that 
it will take 1000 unskilled labor hours to build a house, then the employees must 
commit to building 150 hours.   

 Internationally, employees must be willing to commit to building 10% of the total 
build hours required to complete the house.  So if the HFH affiliate estimates that 
it will take 1000 unskilled labor hours to build a house, then the employees must 
commit to building 100 hours.   

 
Limitations 
 

 Grants must be recommended at least 8 weeks prior to the start of the build.   
 Grants are independent from matching gifts and volunteer match – those are 

available regardless of the number of volunteer hours committed.   
 Grants will be processed throughout the fiscal year so long as funds are 

available.   
 When the budget is expired, the grants program will close until the beginning of 

the new fiscal year.   
 
 
Process 
 

 The employee lead starts by reviewing the online Habitat Grant 
Recommendation Form. 
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 Employees contact their local affiliate for basic information requested on the 
form.  I.e. cost to build the home (a very important number), build dates, 
volunteer hours needed, internet access, other companies participating, etc.  

 Once submitted, the form will be reviewed by the Giving Counselor.  When the 
recommendation is accepted, the Habitat affiliate will be invited to apply (online) 
for a grant. 

 When approved by the Cisco Foundation, the affiliate will receive a grant 
agreement letter.  When signed and returned, grant checks will be processed for 
the Build grants.   

 Funding for Build Grants is paid by the Cisco Foundation.   
 The employees are responsible for coordinating with HFH and recruiting the 

employees for the build days.   
 
Build Grants (funded by Cisco Foundation) 
 
A volunteer team of employees can nominate their local Habitat affiliate for a House 
Build Grant from the Cisco Foundation if the Cisco volunteers donate at least 15% of the 
total volunteer hours domestically and 10% of the total build hours internationally needed 
to build a Habitat house.  Once the employee completes an online nomination form and 
the nomination is approved, the local HFH affiliate will be invited to apply for a Build 
Grant.  The amount of the Build grant depends on the total cost of the house.  There is a 
sliding scale to determine the value of the grant.  See table below. 
 
 

House cost 
range: 

Up to 
$10,000 

From 
$10,001 to 

$25,000 

From 
$25,001 to 

$50,000 

From $50,001 
to $100,000 

From $100,001 
to $150,000 

Build Grant as 
% of house 
cost 

50% 35% 20% 
15% with 
10,000 max 
 

10,000 max 

 
Once the local affiliate has applied and the grant has been approved by the Foundation 
staff and trustees, and the grant agreements are signed and returned, the check will be 
processed and mailed.  This takes on average 2 – 3 months in total.   
 
 
Employee Volunteer Match 
 
The Foundation will match employee volunteer time by donating $10 per verified hour 
worked per employee, with a maximum team event match of $10,000, to the local 
Habitat affiliate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




























