Install or Upgradeto ESXi 8.X on UCS C240
M 6SX
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This document describes the installation or Upgrade to ESXi 8.x on UCS 240 M6 Servers.
Prerequisites

ESXi - Operating System for VMWare

UCS - Unified Computing System

CIMC - Cisco Integrated Management Controller
VKVM - Virtual Keyboard Video Mouse

vDVD - Virtual DVD

1SO - 1SO Image

UEFI - Unified Extensible Firmware Interface
EULA - End User License Agreement

VLAN - Virtua Local Area Network

IPV4 - Internet Protocol version 4

Requirements
There are no specific requirements for this document.
Components Used

The information in this document is based on UCS C240 M6SX server.
Cisco Custom image filename = VMware-ESXi-8.0.U2-22380479-Custom-Cisco-4.3.2-C.iso

The information in this document was created from the devices in a specific lab environment. All of the
devices used in this document started with a cleared (default) configuration. If your network islive, ensure
that you understand the potential impact of any command.

Configure

Step 1. Download the Cisco Custom Image for ESXi 8.x.
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Step 2.From the CIMC page, click Launch vKVM.

ement Controller

Server Properties

Product Name:

Serial Number:  WZP26440VNX
FID:  UCSC-C240-MESX
UUID:  8T04BF40-FCAZ-A5A0-92FD-FODEBI0B3ED0

BIOS Version: C240M

Cisco Integrated Management Controller (Cisco IMC) Information

Hostname:

IP Address:

MAC Address:
Firmware Version:

Current Time (UTC):

Description: Local Time:
Asset Tag: | Unknown Timezone:
Chassis Status Server Utilization

Power State:

Post Completion Status:
Overall Server Status: ¥ 11
Temperature:
Overall DIMM Status:
Power Supplies:
Fans:

Locator LED:

Owerall Storage Status:

Launch the vKVM

C240-WIP264400WMX

10.88.159.81

EC:F4:0C:33:BD:25

4.3(2.230270)

Tua Jul 16 16:50:51 2024

Tue Jul 16 16:50:51 2024 UTC +0000 (Local)

uTc

Owerall Utilization (%) N/A

CPU Utilization (%) N/A

Memaory Utilization (%) N/A

10 Utilization [%): M/A

Step 3. On the KVM page, click Virtual Media> vKVM-Mapped vDVD.



KVM Console UCSC-C240-MESX WZP26440V

Console

File

View

Macros

Tools

Power

Boot Device

Virtual Media Create Image

Chat vKVM-Mapped vDVD

vKVM-Mapped vHDD

vKVM-Mapped vFDD

CIMC-Mapped vDVD

CIMC-Mapped vHDD

VKVM Mapped vDVD

Step 4. Browse and select the | SO Image Previously Downloaded.




Map Virtual Media - CD/DVD

ViMware-ESXi-8.0 U2-223 Vidware-ESXI-8.0.U2-22380479-Custom-Cisco-4.3.2-ciso

Map Virtual Media
Step 5. Click Power > Power On System.

Al yiym KVM Console UCSC-C240-MBESX WZP26440VNX

Console

File

=

Macros

Tools

Power Power On System
Boot Device

Virtual Media

Chat

Power On

Step 6. When the server is booting, press F6 to get the Boot M enu.




el KM KVMConsole ~ UCSC-C240-M6SX  WZP26440VNX

Console
File
View

Macros

oo lllllllll
e CISCO

Boot Device
Virtual Media

Chat
/ Loading EFI SAS Driver
ry

Cisco IMC IPv4 Address : 10.88.159.81
Cisco IMC MAC Address : EC:F4:0C:33:BD:25

Step 7. At the Boot M enu, select the UEFI: Cisco vKVM-M apped vDVD2.00.

ol vkvm KWMConsole  UCSC-C240-MBSX  WEZP26440VNX ) admin 4,
Console
File
View
Macros

Tools

Power Please select boot device:

Boot Device .
VMware ESXi

Virtual Media UEFI: Built-in EFI Shell

UEFI: HTTP IPvd4 Cisco XS550-TX 10 Gig LOM
UEFI: PXE IPwd4 Cisco XS50-TX 10 Gig LOM
UEFI: HTTP IPvE Cisco XS50-TX 10 Gig LOM
UEFI: HTTP IPv4 Cisco X550-TX 10 Gig LOM
UEFI: PXE IPw4 Cisco XSS50-TX 10 Gig LOM
UEFI: HTTP IPv6 Cisco XS550-TX 10 Gig LOM
UEFI: Cisco vkvM-Mapped vDVD2.00

Enter Setup

& chat

T and { to move selection
ENTER to select boot device
ESC to boot using defaults

Step 8. After the selection, ESXi starts |loading the Installer.




'tllls.éla. KVM Consola UCSC-C240-MBSX WZP28440VMX ) i admin 2,

Loading ESXi installer

File
View

Macros !
wding /
ad ing /

Tools

2r
Boot De'
Virtual Media

Chat

Step 9. You are presented with the ESXi Install Welcome Screen to Continue or Cancel. Press Enter to
Continue.

il yKVM KVM Console  UCSC-C240-M6SX  WZP26440VNX @  admin

VHuare ESKi 6.0.2 Installer

Power
Bootl
Virtual Media
: Helcone to the VMuare ESXi 8.8.2 Installation
t

Vhuare ESXi 8.0.2 installs on most systems but only
systens on YMuare’s Compatibility Guide are supported.

Consult the VMuare Compatibility Guide at:
http://uuu . vnuare .con/resources/conpat ibility

Select the operation to perform.

Step 10. After you continue, the EULA Screen is presented. Press F11 to Accept.



KVM Console UCSC-C240-MESX WEZP26440VNX 5 ) admin L,

VHware ESKi 8.08.2 Installer

View
Macros
Tools

Fower End User License Agreement (EULA)

Boot Device > VMHARE GENERAL TERMS

Last vpdated:16 June 2022
Virtual Media » By dounloading or using an Offering, Custoner agrees to be
bound by the terms of the Agreement.
1. OFFERINGS.
1.1. Applicable Terms. The terms of the Order and these
General Terms, including applicable Exhibits and
Offering-specific Hotes (collectively, the “Agreement™)
govern Customer”s use of the Offerings. The following
descending order of precedence applies: (a) the Order: (b)
the General Terms: (c) the Exhibits: and (d) the
Offering-specific Notes.
1.2. Users. Customer is responsible for its Users”
conpliance with the Agreement.
1.3. Restrictions. Customer may use the Offerings only for

Chat

Use the arrow keys to scroll the EULA text

Step 11. You are presented with the option to Select the Device to install the ESXi. Select the device and
press Enter.

KVM Console  UCSC-C240-MESX  WZP26440VNX ©) admin g,

VHuare ESXi 8.0.2 Installer

Boot Device > Select a Disk to Install or Upgrade
(any existing VHF5-3 will be auvtomatically upgraded to VMFS-5)
Viruz
= Contains a VMFS partition

Chat # Clained by VMuare uSAN
a0

Storage Device Capacity

Local :

Renote :
(none)

Step 12. Once the Device is selected, you are presented with the option to Install or Upgrade ESXi. Choose
Install and press Enter.



el vivm KVM Console  UGSC-C240-MESX  WZP26440VNX = @  admin &

VMuare ESXi 8.0.2 Installer

Tools

Boot Device > ESKi and VHFS Found
(a 5)
Virtual Media » The selected storage device contains an installation of
= Contains ESXi and a VHFS datastore. Choose from the following
Chat B Clained b option(s).

Storage Dev ( ) Upgrade E5SXi, preserve VHFS datastore
() Imstall ESXi, overurite VNFS datastore

Use the arrow keys and spacebar to select an option.

Step 13. ESXi Install Keyboard Selection. Select your Keyboard Option and press Enter.

il vivM KVMConsole  UCSC-C240-MESK  WZP26440VNX
VHuare ESXi 8.0.2 Installer
File
View
M
Tools
Power

Boot Device

Virtual Media > Please select a keyboard layout

Suiss French
Suiss German
Turkish

Chat

Us Duoral
Ukrainian

United Kingdon
Use the arrow keys to scroll.

Step 14. Y ou are prompted to Configure the ESXi Root Password. Enter the Passwor d values, Confirm it,
and press Enter.



Dien VKVM KVM Console  UCSC-C240-MBSX  WZP26440VNX =1 admin 2,

VHuware ESXi 8.0.2 Installer

Macros

o
Boot Device
Virtual

Enter a root password

Chat

Step 15. Y ou Confirm the Install when you press F11.

bl yium KVM Console 1SC-C240-MBSX  WZP26440VNX

VHuare ESXi 8.8.2 Installer

Macros

Power

Virtual Media

Confirm Install
Chat

The installer is configured to :
- ESXi B.0.2 on naa.b62cfB9bd3794d5002dc2becd3ed leBda

Harning: This disk will be repartitioned.

Step 16. The install begins and shows in progress.



g onsole  UCSC-C240-MBSX  WZP2B44DVNX

VHuare ESXi 8.0.2 Installer

B console

Device
Virtual Media
Chat Installation Progress
ESKi 8.8.2

Step 17. The ESXi Install completes and you press Enter to reboot the Server.

el];;lo. VEVM KVM Console UCSC-C240-MESX WZP26440VNX @ =) admin L,

VHuware ESXi 8.08.2 Installer

Macros

Power

Boot Device Installation Complete
virtual Media » ESXi 8.0.2 has been installed successfully.
ESXi 8.8.2 uill operate in evalvation mode for 60 days.

To use ESXNi 8.0.2 after the evaluation period. you must
register for a VHware product license.

Chat

To adninister your server, navigate to the server’s
hostname or IP address from your web browser or use the
Direct Control User Interface.

Reboot the server to start using ESXi 8.0.2.

Step 18. ESXi Ejectsthe Virtual DVD and Reboots the Server to start for the first time.



et vKVM KVM Console  UCSC-C240-MESX  WZP28440VNX

WHuware ESXi 8.0.2 Installer

Reboot ing Server
The server uwill shut down and reboot.
The process umill take a short tine to cosplete.

Step 19. ESXi Initial Screen after Reboot. Press F2 to Customize System.

el vkum KVM Console  UCSC-C240-M6SK  WZP26440VNK

VMuare ESKi 8.8.2 (VMKernel Release Build 22380479)
Cisco Systems Inc UCSC-C248-M6SK

Macros
Intel(R) Xeon(R) Gold 6326 CPU @ 2.98GHz
Tools ¥ 95.4 GiB Menory
P
Boot Device:

WVirtual M

Chat

To manage this host. go to:
https://8.0.8.8/ (Haiting for DHCP...)
https://[feBB: :eef4:cff :fe33:bd2al/ (STATIC)

Harning: DHCP lookup failed. You may be unable to access this system until you custonize its
network conf iguration.

{F2> Customize Systen/View Logs <F12> Shut Doun/Restart

Step 20. Enter the valuesto Log in. Password was created at Install.



el yKVM KVM Console : MESX  WZP26440VNK

Virtual Media

Chat

ESXi Log in Screen

Authent icat ion Required

word for

Conf' igured (US Default)
oot |
[ 1

Passuord:

<Enter> 0K <Esc)> Cancel

Step 21. You are presented with the System Customization. Choose Configure Management Networ k

and press Enter.

KVM Console uc 0-MESX WZP!

Systen Customization

“onf igure Password

Conf igure Lockdoun Mode

Conf igure Hanagement Network
Macros 2 Restart Management Network

Test Management Hetwork

Hetuwork Restore Options

Conf igure Keyboard
Troubleshooting Options

View Systen Logs
View Support Information
Reset System Configuration

<Up/Doun> Select

ESXi Configure Management

26440VIX

Conf igure Password
Set

To prevent unauthor
pa ord for the o

<{Enter> Change

Step 22. Choose Network Adaptersand Press Enter.

this

admin &,

{Esc? Log Dut




"cl,',';',;' vKVM M e u BSK  WZP26440VNX

Hetwork Adapters

etwork Adapters vanicB (Onboard LANL)
VLAN (optional)

lapters listed | : provide th fault network
IPv4 Conf iguration 1 to an Y 5 Hhen  ROTE @
IPuv6 Configuration used, connect ions f nt and out
DNS Conf igurat ion traffic will be los )
Custon DNS Suffixes

{Up/Doun> Select <Enter> Change <Escy Exit

ESXi Management Configuration

Step 23. Select the Network Adapter for Management with the Space Bar and Press Enter.



il kv KVM Console  UCS M WZP2B44DVNK

Network Adapters

the adapters for sts gement network

ti Use tuo or n : s for fault-tolerance and

D> View Details <Space> Toggle Selected Enter>» DK <Esc} Cancel

Step 24. Choose VL AN (optional) and Enter the valuesif required, and Press Enter.



Al KVM Console  UCSC-C240-MBSX  WZP26440VNX
Console
File
View
Macros
Tools
Power
Boot Device

Virlual Media

VLAN ( ional)
Chat C

If you are vnsure how to configure or use a VLAN, it is safe to
leave this option unset.

LAN ID (1-4894, or 4095 to access all VLANs): [0

<Enter> 0K <Esc> Cancel

Step 25. Choose | PV4 Configuration, Enter the values, and Press Enter.

et wKVM KVMConsole ~ UCSC-C240-M6SX  WZP26440VNX &8 3 admin 2,
Console
File
View
Macros
Tools

Power

Boot Device IPv4 Conf igurat ion

Virtual Media This host can obtain network settings automatically if your netuork
includes a DHCP server. If it does not. the following settings must be

Chat specified:

{ ) Disable IPv4 configuration for management network
() Use dynanic IPv4 address and network configuration
fo) Set static IPv4 address and network configuration:

1Pv4 Address [ 18.88.159.82

Subnet Mask [ 255.255.255.8
fault Gateuay 10.88. 159 .254

(Space> Hark Selected {Enter> 0K <Esc> Cancel




Step 26. Usethe Y Key to Accept and restart the M anagement Network.

i yKVM KVM Console  UCSC-C240-MBSX  WZP2B44OVNX

Mac

Tools

Conf igure Hanagement Network: Confirm

to the

restart your host.

Apply changes and restart management network?

<¥> Yes <N> Ho {Esc> Cancel

Step 27. Choose Test Management Network to test the Communication, and Press Enter to Exit.



bl eym KWM Console UCSC-C240-MBSX WEZP26440VHX @ = admin L,
€i1sco >

&) Virtual Media N
Test ing Management Metwork

St You may interrupt the test at any time.

Pinging address #1 (10.88.159.254).
Resolving hostnane (localhost).

{Enter> DK

Verify
Thereis currently no verification procedure available for this configuration.

Troubleshoot

Thereis currently no specific troubleshooting information available for this configuration.



