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Cisco UCS Director Orchestrator
The Cisco UCS Director Orchestrator (also called the Cisco UCS Director Orchestration Engine, or just
Orchestration) enables IT administrators to automate cloud deployment and provisioning and to standardize
IT services.

At the scale of cloud computing, manually performing actions such as creating VMs and provisioning networks
is prohibitively time-consuming. In Cisco UCS Director, these actions, or tasks, are executable elements that
can be run from the GUI. Cisco UCSDirector Orchestrator further automates these complex tasks by organizing
them into workflows.

Orchestrator works by executing a series of scripted actions called tasks. Each task performs one action. By
connecting tasks so that the input of one task is the output of a previous task, you build up a workflow to
automate administrative processes such as creating VMs, provisioning bare metal servers, setting up storage,
compute, and network resources, and many others.

Going Further
The following documentation describes how to go further with Cisco UCS Director Orchestrator by using
advanced scripting capabilities not covered in this basic guide to Orchestration.

• For a description of scripting technologies available in Cisco UCS Director and help choosing the right
solution for your application, see the Cisco UCS Director API Customization and Integration Guide.

• For an introduction to developing custom tasks, see the Cisco UCSDirector Custom Task Getting Started
Guide.

• For examples of scripts that can be used to customize tasks, see the Cisco UCS Director CloupiaScript
Cookbook.
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For more information about installing, configuring, and administering Cisco UCS Director, see the guides
available at the Cisco UCS Director Product Support Home website.

Common User Interface Options
The following table describes the options that are available on all pages of the application user interface. These
options perform the same task on every page.

DescriptionLabelIcon

Refreshes the reported data on the page.Refresh

Adds a page to the Favorites menu.

You can use this option to view frequently
accessed pages more quickly.

Favorite

Brings up theAdd dialog box, fromwhich
you can add a new resource.

Add

Brings up theEdit dialog box, fromwhich
you can edit a resource.

Edit

Brings up the Customize Report Table
dialog box, in which you choose what
columns you want to include on the
screen.

Customize Table

Brings up theExport Report dialog box,
fromwhich you download a report to your
system.

You can generate a report in one of the
following formats:

• PDF

• CSV

• XLS

Export Report

Expands all the folders that are displayed
on the page.

Expand
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DescriptionLabelIcon

Collapses all the folders that are displayed
on the page.

Collapse

Provides extra filtering parameters on the
page.

Add Advanced Filter

Accepts a keyword to filter for specific
records on the page.

Search Field
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